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DESCRIPTION 


Fn, DY FRE 


Iſle of MAN. 


4 
ETW EEN Gun ** ke ; 
B Ireland there is ſtretched out a 
conſiderable Iſland from North to 
| South, about Thirty Talian Miles in 
Length; but where wideſt, not above 
| Fifteen in Breadth. The ſeveral ancient 
Writers have given it ſeveral Names: by. 
| Czfar tis called Mona; by Ptolemy, Mo 
neda; by Pliny, Monabia; and the ſame 
Variety appears in ſuch of our Modern 
Authors, as make mention of it. It was 
firſt inhabited by the Britons, then by the _ 
Scots, or Pic, and afterwards by the 
N Nor wegians, who had it in their Poſſel. N 
non a long Time: it ſince paſſed thro a 
ſtrange Diverſity of Revolutions, and at 
, fell into the Hands of the En- 


* e * Ry — —ꝛ w 932 — 


= — —— — — 


ghjh, about the latter End of Edward the 


* rſt, and remains to chis * under their 
B-:- Juriſ- 


" 
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= A Deſeriptio of the 


Jurifdidion: —It has- had feverat Lords; 
fuch generally as had the greateſt Brei 
in our Princes: till tke Grant hereof, to- 
gether with the Patronage of the Biſhop- 
rick, was made to Sir John. Stanley, and 
Bis Heirs, by King Henry the Fourth; in 
Which F amily it is ſtill continued. 5 


Tuvs far the Account given by Mr. 
Moll in his Compleat Geographer may be 
depended on, but he is guilty of a groſs 
_ Miſtake, in ſaying the Soil is extremely 
fruitful, and produces Wheat, Rye, and 
Barley, in ſuch Plenty, that it not only 
furniſhes the Inhabitants, but likewiſe al- 
lows great Quantities to be exported. 
Whereas tis notoriouſſy ænown, that the 
little Wheat they have, is ſo bad, that 
thoſe who eat Bread made of it, have the 
Corn from England or Ireland, As for 
Rye, I never ſaw any there; Barley for 
the moſt part they have enough of, to 


make Malt for themſelves, but never to : 


ſend abroad, | Oats is their chief Pro- 
duce, of which they make Bread, as alſo 
of Potatoes; the Land affording ſuch A- 
bundance, that Fields of them are almoſt 
as common as Graſs. 


- 8 * 
— 
- 
Py 


Tze ſſh of MAN. 3. 


As to the Seaſons, three Parts of the 


Year is Winter, and the vaſt Quantity of | 


Snow and Rain, that are almoſt continu- 


| ally falling, ſwells the Rivers to that De- 


gree, that they frequently overflow the 
Lands, and do much Damage; great 


Numbers of ſmall Cattle, ſuch as Sheep, 


Goats, and Hogs, being loſt in them. 
Notwithſtanding this, the Air is yery 
wholſome, the Plague, nor any other 
contagious Diſtemper having never been 
known there, and the People generally. 


* 
- 


* 


live to a very great Age. 


TE Black Cattle of this Iſland are 
excellently good, but ſmall, as alſo their 
Sheep: it abounds in Hogs and Goats, 
Kid being as commonly eat there as Lamb 
in England. They have great Store of 
Poultry of all Sorts, except Turkies, 


which being hard to rear, are not to be 


found but in particular Families. The 
near Neighbourhood of the Sea, and the 
Number of Rivers, afford very fine Fiſh 
of all Kind, but eſpecially Salmon and 
Cod: tho Herrings are the chief Food of 
the poor People, which are ſalted up in 
the Seaſon to laſt for the whole Year, 

> © THE 
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THE Iland being very * the 
Buildings are moſtly Stone, I mean _ 
which are inhabited by the Gentry ; 
for the others, they are no more dm 5 
Cabins built of Sods, and covered with 
the ſame, except a few belonging to the 
better Sort of Farmers, which are thatch- 
ed with Straw : but in the midſt of the 
utmoſt Irregularity, they have two Con- 
veniencies, which ſometimes the beſt or- 


dered Houſes cannot boaſt of, the fineſt 


Brooks in the World running continually 
near them, and Turf, which makes a 
very ſweet Firing, at their very Doors. 
Their Towns are ſix in Number, and 


, 


Caſthe-Ts GWN, or « Rae. 
Duglas. 4 
Peel, or Pile. 
Ramſay. | 
2 Balla . | 
0522 fat  Macguires, or New-Town. 


- Or r theſe 1 ſhall give a particular De- 
ſcription, having ſpent a great deal of 
Time in examining ſeveral Curioſities and 
eee which I believe no wy 

as 


the "The of MAN. | 5 


has yet ever treated on, but are very wor⸗ 
| = of Obſervation. And firſt of ar- 
Town; 


IT is the Metropolis of the Iſland, and 
the Place where moſt of the Perſons of 
any Note chuſe to have their Reſidence, 
| becauſe the Governour keeps his Court in 

it; the Caſtle is a fine ancient Building, 


and has been hononred with the Preſence 


of ſeveral of the Lords of Man; the late 
Earl of Derby continued there ſome _ - 
but his preſent Lordſhip (A. 172 6) has 

never yet vouchſafed to viſit it. The 

Courts of Judicature are alſo kept here, 

and what Records of the Ifland are yet 

remaining: but the greateſt Part of them, 
in troubleſome Times, were carried away 
by the Norwegians, and depoſited among 
the Archives of the Biſhops of Drunion 
in Norway, where they {till remain; tho? 

a few Years ſince, Mr. Stevenſon, an emi- 
nent, worthy, and learned Merchant of 
Dublin, offered the then Biſhop. of Drun- 
ton a conſiderable Sum of Money for the 
| Purchaſe of them, deſigning to reſtore, 


and preſent them to the Iſland, but the 


_ Biſhop of Drunton would not part with 
chem on any Terms. 
? By Tus 


ITI HE Noel” of Camden's Britannia 
makes mention of a little Iſle within 
this Town, where Pope Gregory the 
Fourth erected an Epiſcopal See; but at 
preſent, there is no ſuch Place to be 
found: nor is it probable it can have been 
ſwallowed up by the Sea, there being no 
low Grounds, Te a high mountainous 
Shore all along that Part of the Iſland. 
He farther ſays, that, among the Hebri- 
des, generally reckoned Forty-four in 
N umber, was the Ifle Jona, lying be- 
tween Ila and Scotland, and called by 
Bede, Hy or Hu; and that, there was a 
Biſhop s See erected in Sodhre, a ſmall 
Village, from which all the Iſlanders took 
the Name of Sodorenſes, being all con- 
tained in his; Dioceſs. But nothing is 
more certain, than that this Opinion is er- 
roneous; for the Biſhops of Man, do not 
take their Title of Sodor from the Iſland 
ſo called, but from the Church at Peel, 

_ called Ecclea Sodorenfis, dedicated to 
our Sayiour (Sy). This is not only 
maintained by Archbiſho p Spot ſiwood, and 
the moſt judicious Antiquaries, and Hi- 
ſtorians, but by the Tradition of the Na- 


tives | themleies: Nr do I ſee APY: 25 
* on 


** 


the Ihe of M A N. 1 


ſon to believe, the Biſhops of. Man. ever 
had any Juriſdiction over, the Hebrids ; 
| becauſe, were it ſo, ſome Accounts would 
have been handed down to Poſterity, by 
' what Means they had loſt it: and as there 
18 nothing but the Name of Sodor to coun- 
tenance that Opinion, the Objection a- 
gainſt it may cally be anſwered po what 
. have ſaid. | 


17 E great | Officers + of FR Wand. a are 
firſt the Caberg, who under the Lord 
of Man has the entire Command of it; 
ſecondly, the two Deempſters, who are 
the: Judges in Matters Civil and Crimi- 
nal; thirdly, the Comptroller, who calls 
the Receiver-General to an Account ; and 
fourthly, the Receiver-General, in whaſ 
Hands, all, the inferior Collectors depolſte 
the Rents due to the Lord. _ 


Jusz at the Entrance of the Caſtle i is 
A great Stone Chair for the Governour, 

and two leſſer for the Deempſters. Here 
they try all Cauſes, except Eccleſiaſtick, 
' which are entirely under the Decifion of 
the Biſhop, when you are paſt this little 
Court, you enter into a long winding Paſ- 


Ks between two hien Walls, not much 
- Unlike 
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83 4 Deſeriptimof 
unlike what is deſcribed of Roſamond's 
Labyrinth at Wood/tock; in cafe of an At- 
tack, Ten Thouſand Men might be de- 
ſtroyed by a very few, in attempting to 
enter. The Extremity of it brings you 
to a Room where the Keys ſit; they are 
_ "Twenty-four in Number, they call them 
the Parliament; but in my Opinion, they 
more reſemble our Juries in England; be- 

_ cauſe the Buſineſs of their Meeting is to 

- adjuſt Differences between the Common 
People, and are locked in till they have 
given their Verdict. They may be ſaid 
min this Senſe indeed, to be ſupreme 
Judges, becauſe from them there is no 
Appeal but to the Lord himſelf. 


AIT TIE farther, is an Apartment 
which has never been opened in the Me- 
mory of Man; the Perſons belonging to 
the Caſtle, are very cautious in giving a- 
ny Reaſon for it, but the Natives, who | 
are exceſſively ſuperſtitious, aſſign this; 
That there is ſomething of Inchantment 
in it. They tell you, that the Caſtle was 
at firſt inhabited by Fairies, and after- 
wards by Giants, who continued in the 
Poſſeſſion of it till the Days of Merlin, 
who by the Force of Magic diſlodg'd the 


0009-0” / / (// (C0000 


| {preateſt Part of them, and bound the reſt 
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the Iſle of MAN. 


n Spells, which they believe will be in- 
diſſoluble to the End of the World: For 
Proof of this, they tell you a very odd 
Story: They ſay there are a great Num- 
ber of fine Apartments under- ground, ex- 
I - ceeding in Magnificence any of the up- 
per Rooms; ſeveral Men of more than 
ordinary Courage, have in former Times 
ventured down to explore the Secrets of 
this ſubterraneous Dwelling-Place, but 
none of them ever returned to give an 
Account of what they ſaw; it was there- 
fore judged convenient that all the Paſſes 
to it, ſhould be kept continually ſhut, 
that no more might ſuffer by their Te- 
merity. But about ſome Fifty or Fifty- 
five Years ſince, a Perſon who had an 
uncommon Boldneſs and Reſolution, ne- 


ver left ſolliciting Permiſſion of thoſe who 


had the Power to grant it, to viſit thoſe 
dark Abodes: in fine, he obtain'd his 
Requeſt, went down, and returned b 
the Help of a Clue of Packthread, whien 
he took with him, which no Man before 


himſelf had ever done; and brought this 
amazing Diſcovery, viz. That after hay- | 


ing paſſed through. a great Number of 
_ Vaults, he came into a long narrow Place, 


Which 


* ww 
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| which the farther he penetrated, he ans 14 


| ſcent, till having travelled; as [near as he 

could gueſs, for the Space of a Mile, he 

began to ſee a little Gleam of Light, 

- which,. tho' it ſeemed to come from a 

- vaſt Diſtance, yet was the moſt delight- 

ful Sight he had ever beheld in his Life. 

_ "Having at length come to the End of that 
Lane of Darkneſs, he perceived a very 
large and magnificent Houſe, illuminated 
with a great many Candles, whence pro- 

- ceeded the Light juſt now mentioned: 

having, before he begun this Expedition, 

well fortified himſelf with Brandy, he 
had Courage enough to knock at the 

Door, which a Servant, at the third 

Knock, having open'd; aſked him what 

he wanted. I would go as far as I can, 

reply d our Adventurer; be ſo kind there- 
fore to direct me how to accompliſh my 

Deſign, for I ſee no Paſſage but that 

dark Cavern through which I came. The 

Servant told him, he muſt go thro' that 

Houſe, and accordingly led him through 

a long Entry, and out at a Back-Door. He 

then walked a conſiderable Way, and at 

laſt beheld another Houſe, more magni- 
ficent than the firſt; and the Windows 
—_— being 


— 
* 
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the Ile of MAN. 14 
— at 


being all. open, diſcovered innumerable 
Lamps burning in every Room. Here he 


deſigned alſo to knock, but had the Cu- 
rioſity to ſtep on a little Bank which com 


manded a low Parlour; on looking in, 
he beheld a vaſt Table in the Middle of 


the: Room of Black Marble, and on it, 
extended at full Length, a Man, or- ra- 
ther Monſter; for by his Account, he 


could not be 193 than Fourteen Feet long, 
and Ten or Eleven round the Body. This 


prodigious Fabrick lay as if fleeping, witng 


is Head on a Book, and a Sword by 


him, of a Size anfwirible to the Hand 


which tis ſuppoſed. made Uſe of it. This 


Sight was more terrifying to the Travel- 
Man- 
ſions he had paſſed through in his- Arri- 
val to it: he reſolved therefore not to at- 
tempt Entrance into a Place inhabited by 


ler, than all the dark and dreary 


Perſons of that unequal Stature, and made 
the beſt of his Way back to the other 


Houſe, where the fame Servant re-con- 
ducted, ang informed him, that if he 
had knacked at the. ſecond Door, he 
would have ſeen Company.enough, but 
never could have -return'd. On which 
he deſired to know what Place it was, 


and the. whom poſſeſſed; but the other 
reply'd, 


—_— 


” 
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12 A Deſcription 7 
reply d, that theſe Things were not to be 
revealed. He then took his Leave, and 


by the ſame dark Paſſage got into the 
1 and ſoon after, once more nr 


| ed to the Rn of _ Sun. a 


„ a8 this Namutive: ap 
pears, whoever ſeems to diſbelieve it, 


ooked on as a Perſon of a weak F * 
but tho' this might be ſufficient to prove 
their Superſtition, I cannot forbear making 
mention of another Tradition, they have 


and of a much longer ſtarding. I have al- 


ready taken Notice that their moſt anci- 


ent Records were taken away in a Nor 
We rx 5 Conqueſt, which renders it im- 


Mble to be certain how long the Ifland 

ie found out, or by whom: to 
make up this Deficiency, they tell 1 1 5 
this Hiſtory of it. 


Sou Hundred Vears, ſay thes; be- 
fore the Coming of our Saviour, the Iſle 
of Man was inhabited by a certain Spe- 
cies called Fairies, and that every Thing | 
was carried on in a Kind of ſupernatural 
Manner; that a blue Miſt hanging conti- 
nually over the Land, prevented the Ships 


that pſi by, from n having _ Suſpicion 
there 


£4 


of 


* 


the Iſie f MAN. 13 


** was an Iſland. This Miſt, contra- 


ry to Nature, was preſerved by keeping a 


perpetual Fire, which happening once 


to be extinguiſhed, the Shore diſcover d 


itſelf to ſome Fiſhermen who were then 


in a Boat on their Vocation, and by them 
Notice was given to the People of ſome 
Country, (but what, they do not pretend 
to determine) who ſent Ships in order 
to make a further Diſcovery: That on 
their landing, they had a fierce Encoun- 
ter with the little People, and having got 
the better over them, poſleſs'd themſelves 
of Caſtle Ruuſſin, and by degrees, as they 


received Reinforcements, of the whole 


Ifland. "Theſe new Conquerors maintain- 


ed their Ground ſome time, but were at 


length beaten out by a Race of Giants, 
who were not extirpated, as I ſaid before, 


till the Reign of Prince Arthur, - by 


Merlin, the famous Britiſh Enchanter. 
They pretend allo, that this Iſland after- 
ward became an Aſylum to all the di- 
ſtreſs d Princes an 
and that thoſe uncommon Fortifications 
made about Pee/-Ca/tle were added for 
their better Security: but of this, I ſhall 
treat more copiouſly when I come to the 
Deſcription of that Place. 


nd Great Men in Europe, 


C 
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THE Tradition of what happened on | 
ſuffering the domeſtic Fire to be extinct, i 
remains in ſuch Credit with them, that 

not a Family in the whole Iſland, to this 
day, of the Natives but keeps a ſmall 
antity continually burning, no one dar- 
ing to depend on his Neighbour's Vigi- 
lance in a Thing which he imagines is of 
ſo much conſequence : every one confi- 
_ -dently believing, that if it ſhould ever 
happen that no Fire were to be found 
throughout, moſt terrible Revolutions and 
Miſchiefs would — enſue. 


Tun Caſtle, as alſo the two. Walls 
which encompaſs it, and are broad enough 
for three Perſons to walk a-breaſt on, are 
all of Free-ſtoue, which is the only Build- 
ing in the Iſland of that fort. Within the 
Walls is a ſmall Tower adjoining to the 
Caſtle, where formerly State-Priſoners 
were kept, but ſerves. now as a Store- 
houſe for the Lord Derby's Wines; it 
has a Moat round it, and Draw-brid ge, 
and is a very ſtrong Place. On the other 
ſide of the Caſtle, is the Governour's 
Houſe, which is very commodious and 
ſpacious. . is alſo a fine Chapel, 
5 where 


where Divine Service is celebrated Marn- 
ing and Afternoon, and ſeveral Offices 
belonging to the Court of Chaneery. f 


Ix this Town are the moſt regular 
Buildings in general of the whole Iſland, 
and within a ſhort Mile of it is Derby- 
Haven, which is by much the beſt Har- 
bour they can boaſt of, and has a very 
ſtrong Fort in the Mouth of it 


 DUGL AS, fo called from the two 
Rivers running into that Harbour, and 
called the black and the grey Waters, 
muſt fall next under our Conſideration, as 
being the Town of the moſt Trade; and 
 tho' the Buildings are very indifferent, and 

the near Neighbourhood of the Sea,which 
ſometimes runs mountain high, and in 
tempeſtuous Weather, threatens the In- 
habitants with an Inundation; yet is full 
of very rich and eminent Dealers. The 
Reaſon of which is plain; the Harbour 
of it being the moſt trequented of any in 
the Ifland, by Dutch, Iriſb, and Eaft- 
India Veſlels, there is the utmoſt Oppor- 
tunity, that can be wiſhed, for carrying 
on the Smugling Trade. So much, it 
muſt be confeſs d, do ſome Men prefer 


— 
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their Gain to their Safety, that they will 
venture it any where, but in this Place 
there is little Danger in infringing on the 
Rights of the Crown, Andhere I muſt in- 
form myReader,that tho' his moſt Excellent 
Majeſty of Great Britain is Maſter of the 


Seas, yet the Lord of Man has the Juriſ- 


diction of ſo much round the Iſland, that 
a'Maſter of a Ship has no more to do than 
to watch his Opportunity of coming with 
in the Piles, and he is ſecure from any 
Danger from the King's Officers. I my- 
{elf had once Notice of a ſtately Pirate that 

was ſteering her Courſe into this Har- 
bour, and would have boarded her before 
the got within the Piles, but for want of 
being able to get ſufficient Help, could 


not execute my Deſign. Her Cargo was 


Indico, Maſtic, Raiſins of the Sun, and 
other very rich Goods, which I had the 
Mortification to ſee ſold to the 'Traders of 
Duglas without the leaſt Duty paid to his 
Majeſty. The fame Ship was taken at- 
terwards near the Coaſt, by the Informa- 
tion I ſent of it to the Commiſſioners of 
the Cuſtoms. | . 
PE EL, or Pile- Town, is ſo called 


from its Garriſon and Caſtle; tho 2 5 
1 . 1 8 
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fect the Caſtle. cannot properly be fiid to 
be in the Town, an Arm of the Sea run- 
ning between them, which in high Tides 
would be deep enough to bear a Ship of 
Forty or Fifty "Tun, tho' ſometimes quite 
drained of falt Water; but when it is ſup- 
ply'd with freſh by a River which runs 
from Kirk Jarmyn Mountains, and emp- 
ties itſelf in the Sea. This Caſtle for its 
Situation, Antiquity, Strength, and Beau- 
ty, might juſtly come in for one of the 
Wonders of the World. Art and Nature 
ſeem to have vied with each other in the 
Model, nor ought the moſt minute Parti- 
cular to — Obſervation. 


4 s to its Situation, it is built upon the 
Top of a huge Rock, which rears itſelf a 
ſtupendous Height above the Sea, with 
which, as I ſaid before, it is ſurrounded. 
And alſo by natural Fortifications of other 
leſſer Rocks, which renders it unacceſſible 
but by paſling that little Arm of the Sea 
Which divides it from the Town; this 
you may doina fmall Boat: and the Na- 
tives, tucking up their Cloaths under their 
Arms, and plucking off their Shoes and 
Stockings, frequently wade it in low. 
Tides. When you arrive at the foot of 

GG * * 


18 A Deſcription of 
the Rock, you aſcend about ſome Three- 
ſcore Steps, which are cut out of it to the 
firſt Wall, which is immenſely thick and 
high, and built of a very durable and 
bright Stone, tho' not of the fame ſort 
with that of Caſtle Ruin in Ca/tle-T own ; 
and has on it four little Houſes, or Watch- 
Towers, which overlook the Sea. The 
Gates are Wood, but-moſt curiouſly arch- 
ed, carved, and adorned with Pilaſters. 
Having paſſed the firſt, you have other 
Stairs of near half the number with the 
former, to mount before you come at the 
ſecond Wall, which, as well as thevo- 
ther, 1s full of Port-holes for Cannon, 


which are planted on Stone Croſſes on a 
third Wall, 


[ BEING entered, you find yourſelf in a 
* wide Plain, in the midſt of which ſtands 
the Caſtle, encompaſſed by Four Churches, 
| Three of which, Time has ſo much de- 
#: cayed, that there is little remaining beſides 
{58 the Walls, and ſome few Tombs, which 
ſeem to have been erected with ſo much 
Care, as to perpetuate the Memory of 
thoſe buried in am: till the final Diſſo- 
lution of all Things. The fourth is kept 
a little better in Repair, but not ſo m_ 
or 


„ 
& 6 
r 


the Iſle of MAN. 12 


for its own ſake, tho' it has been the 
| moſt magnificent of them all, as for a 
Chappel within it, which is appropriated 
to the Ule of the Biſhop, and has under 
it a Priſon, or rather Dungeon, for thoſe 
Offenders who are ſo miſerable as to in- 
cur the ſpiritual Cenſure; this is certain- 
ly one of the moſt dreadful Places that 
Imagination can form, the Sea runs un- 
der it thro' the Hollows of the Rock with 
| ſuch a continual Roar, that you would 
think it were every Moment breaking in 
upon you, and over it are the Vaults for 
burying the Dead. 'The Stairs deſcend- 
ing to this Place of Terrors are not above 
Thirty, but ſo ſteep and narrow, that 
they are very difficult to go down, a Child 
2 eight or nine Vears old not being able 
o paſs them but ſideways. Within it 
are Thirteen Pillars, on which the whole 
Chappel is ſupported: They have a Su- 
perſtition that whatſoever Stranger goes 
to ſee this Cavern out of Curioſity, and 
omits to acount the Pillars, ſhall do ſome- 
thing to occaſion being confined there. 


1 are Places for Penance alſo 
under all the other Churches, containing 


ſeveral very dark and horrid Cells; ; ſome 
1 have 
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have nothing in them either to fit or lie 
down on, others a ſmall Piece of Brick- 
work; ſome are lower and more dark 
than others, but all of them, in my Opi- 
nion, dreadful enough for almoſt any 
Crime Humanity is capable of being guil- 
ty of, tho' tis ſuppoſed they were built 


with different Degrees of Horror, that 


the Puniſhment might be proportionate to 
the Faults of thoſe Wretches who were to 
be confined in them. Theſe have never 


been made uſe of, fince the Times of 
 Popery : but that under the Biſbop's Chap- 


pel is the common, and only Priſon 


for all Offences in the Spiritual Court; 


and to Zhat the Delinquents are ſentenced. 
But the Soldiers of the Garriſon permit 


them to ſuffer their Confinement in the 


Caſtle, it being morally impoſſible for the 
ſtrongeſt Conſtitution to ſuſtain the Damps 
and Noiſomneſs of the Cavern even for a 
few. Hours, much leſs for Months and 
Years, as is the Puniſhment ſometimes - 
allotted. But I ſhall ſpeak hereafter more 
fully of the Severity of the Eccleſiaſtical 
Juriſdiction, = 


IT Is certain that here have been very 


gr cat Ar chitects in this Iſland; for the 


noble 
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noble Monuments in this Church, which 
is kept in Repair, and indeed in the Ruins 
of the others alſo, ſhow the Builders to 
be Maſters of all the Orders in that Art, 
tho? the great Numbers of Doric Pillars! 
prove them to be chiefly Admirers of 
that. RES 7g £ 


No are the Epitaphs and. Inſcriptions: 
on the Tomb-Stones leſs worthy of Re- 
mark : the various Languages in which 
they are engraved, teſtify by what a Di- 
verſity of Nations this little Spot of Earth 
has been poſſeſs'd. Tho' Time has de- 
faced too many of the Letters to render 
the Remainder intelligible, yet you may 
eaſily perceive Fragments of the Hebrew, 
Greek, Latin, Arabian, Saxon, Scotch, 
and 1r:/þ Characters: ſome Dates yet vi- 
ſible, declare they were written before 
the Coming of Chr:/? ; and indeed if one 
conſiders the Walls, the Thickneſs of 
them, and the Durableneſs of the Stone 
of which they are compoſed, one muſt be 
ſenſible that a great Number of Centuries 
mulſt paſs before ſuch ſtrong Workman- 
ſhip could be reduced to the Condition it 
now is. Theſe Churches, therefore, were 
_ doubtleſs once the Temples of Pagan Dei- 
* | ties, 
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ties, tho' ſince conſecreated to the Wor- 
ſhip of the true Divinity; and what con- 


firms me more ſtrongly in this Conjecture, 


is, that there is ſtill a Part of one remain- 
ing, where ſtands a large Stone directly 


in Form and Manner like the T7:pos's, 


which in thoſe Days of Ignorance, the 
Prieſts ſtood upon, to deliver their fabu- 


| lous Oracles. 


TRR OU GH one of theſe old Churches, 
there was formerly a Paſſage to the A 


partment belonging to the Captain of the 
Guard, but is now cloſed up. The Rea- 
ſon they give you for it, is a pretty odd 


one; but as I think it not ſufficient Sa- 
tisfaction to my curious Reader, to ac- 


b 132 him with what ſort of Buildings 


Ifland affords, without letting him 
know alſo what Traditions are concerning 
them, I ſhall have little Regard to the 
Cenſure of thofe Criticks, who find fault 
with every thing out of the common 
Road; and in this, as well as in all other 
Places, where it falls in my Way, ſhall 
make it my Endeavour to lead him into 
the Humours and very Souls of the Manks 


Tore 


Tuzy 
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Tux x fay, that an ne called, 


in their Language, the Mauthe Doog, in 
the ſhape of a large black Spaniel with 
curled ſhaggy Hair, was uſed to haunt 
Peel Caſtle; and has been frequently ſeen 


in every Room, but particularly in the 
Guard-Chamber, where, as ſoon as Can- 


dles were lighted, it came and lay down 
before the Fire in preſence of all the Sol- 
diers, who at length, by being ſo much 


| accuſtomed to the Sight of it, loſt great 


Part of the Terror they were ſeized with 


at its firſt Appearance. They ſtill, how 


ever, retain'd a certain Awe, as believing 


it was an Evil Spirit which only waited 

| Permiſſion to do them Hurt, and for that 
| Reaſon, forbore Swearing and all prophane 
Diſcourſe while in its Company. But 


| the they endured the Shock of ſuch a 


Gueſt when all tegether in a Body, none 
cared to be left alone with it: it being 
the Cuſtom, therefore, for one of the Sol- 


diers to lock the Gates of the Caſtle at a 


certain Hour, and carry them to the Cay 
tain, to whoſe Apartment, as I ſaid be- 
fore, the Way led through a Church; 
they agreed among themſelves, that who- 
ever was to ſucceed the enſuing Night, his 
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Fellow in this Errand ſhould accompany 
him that went firſt, and by this means, no 
Man would be expos'd ſingly to the Dan- 
ger: for I forgot to mention that the 
Mauthe Doog was always ſeen to come 
from that Paſſage at the Cloſe of Day, 
and return to it again as ſoon as the Morn- 
ing dawned; which made them look on 
this Place as its peculiar Reſidence, 


Das Night. a Fellow being drunk, 
and by the Strength of his Liquor rendred 
more daring than ordinary, laugh'd at 
the Simplicity of his Companions, and 

tho' it was not his Turn to go with the 

Keys, would needs take that Office upon 
him, to teſtify his Courage. All the Sol- 
diers endeavour'd to diſſuade him, but 
the more they ſaid, the more reſolute he 

ſeemed, and {wore that he deſired nothing 
more than that Mauthe. Doc would fol- 
low him, as it had done the others, for 
he would try if it were Dog, or Devil. 
After having talked in a very reprobate 
manner for ſome Time, he ſnatched up 
the Keys and went out of the Guard- 
1 : in ſome Time after his Departure 
a great Noiſe was heard, but nobody had 


che Boldneſs to ſee what occaſioned it, till 
the 


the Adventurer returning, they demand- 
ed the Knowledge of him; but as loud 


and noiſy as he had been at leavingthem, 
he was now become ſober and ſilent e- 


nough, for he was never heard to ſpeak 


more: and tho' all the Time he lived, , 


which was threeDays, he was entreatedby 


all who come near him, either to ſpeak, or if 


he could not do that, to makeſome Signs, 


by which they might underſtand what had 
happened to him, 8 nothing intelligible 
could be got from 


| im, only, that by the 
Diſtortion of his Limbs and Features, it 
might be gueſs'd that he died in Ago- 


nies more than is common in a natural 


Death. 


7 gf 
Dog 2 teh. 


Tur Mauthe Doo was, however, 


never ſeen after in the "Caſtle, nor would 
any one attempt to go thro' that Paſ- 


ſage, for which Reaſon it was cloſed up, 
an d another Way made. This Accident 
8 happened about Threeſcore Years ſince, 


and J heard it atteſted by ſeveral, but eſ- 
pecially by an old Soldier, who aſſured 


me he had ſeen it oftener than he had 
then Hairs on his Head. hs 
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HAviNnG taken Notice of every thing 
remarkable in the Churches, I believe my 
Reader will be impatient to come to the 
_ Caſtle itſelf, which, in ſpite of the Mag- 
nificence the Pride of modern Ages has a- 
dorned the Palaces of Princes with, ex- 
ceeds not only every thing I have ſeen, 
but alſo read of, in Nobleneſs of Struc- 
ture. Tho' now no more than a Garri- 
ſon for Soldiers, you cannot enter it with- 
out being ſtruck with a Veneration, which 
the moſt beautiful Buildings of later Years 
cannot inſpire you with; the Largeneſs 
and Loftineſs of the Rooms, the vaſt Ec- 
cho reſounding thro' them, the many 
winding Galleries, the Proſpect of the 
Sea, and the Ships, which by reaſon of 
the Height of the Place, ſeem but like 
Buoys floating on the Waves, makes you 
fancy yourſelf in a ſuperior Orb to what 
the reſt of Mankind inhabit, and fills you 
with Contemplations the moſt refined 
and pure that the Soul is capable of con- 
ceiving. | . : 


Tur Situation, Strength, and Mag- 
nificence of this Edifice, inclines me very 
much to believe what the Natives fay it 
7 Was 
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was built for, the Education of young 
Princes, for certainly Study and Medita- 
tion can no where be more indulged. Hap- 
py were it for the Youth of England, if 


our Univerſities had the ſame Advan- 


tage, ſo many of our Nobility and Gen- 
would not then imbibe a Corruption of 
Morals with an Improvement of Learn- 


ng. 


Ix was in this Caſtle that Eleanor, 
Wife to Humphrey Duke of Glouceſter, 
Uncle to King Henry VI. and Lord Pro- 
tector of England, was confined, after be- 
ing baniſhed thro' the Malice of the Duke 
of Suffolk, and Cardinal of Wincheſter, 
who accuſed her of having been guilty of 
_ aſſociating herſelf with Wizards and Wit- 
ches, to know if her Huſband would e- 
ver attain the Crown, and other treaſon- 
able Practices. Sir John Stanley then 

Lord of Man, had the Charge of her, 
and having conducted ths to the Ifland, 
placed her in this Caſtle ; where ſhe lived 
in a Manner befitting her Dignity, no- 
thing but Liberty beingrefuſed: ſhe appeared 
however ſo turbulent and impatient under 
this Confinement, that he was oblig'd to 
1 a Guard over her, not only becauſe 
Ds there 
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there were daily Attempts made to get 
her away, but alſo to prevent her from 


laying violent Hands on her own Life. 


They tell you, that ever ſince her Death, 
to this Hour, a Perſon is heard to go up 
the ſtone Stairs of one of theſe little Houſes 


on the Walls, conſtantly every Night as 
ſoon as the Clock has ſtruck Twelve; but 


I never heard any one fay they had ſeen 
what it was, tho' the general Conjecture 
is, that it is no other than the troubled 
Spirit of this Lady, who died, as ſhe had 


lived, diſſatisßed, and murmuring at her 


Fate. 


I covLD dwell much longer on the De- 
ſcription of a Place which I ſomuch admire; 
but I fear being tedious, and ſhall there- 


fore conduct my Reader from the Caſtle 


to the Town, which is long, but narrow, 
few People of any Diſtinction dwelling 


here, moſt of the Houſes are but a better 


fort of Cabins. Here is a very good Har- 
bour, and much reſorted to by the Scorch 
and Iriſb Veſſels, being the neareſt to 


them. 


RAMSAY 1s the next Town of Note, 
and the Inhabitants, as the Buildings, are 


a 
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a degree genteeler than thoſe of Peel; but 
has no great matter in it, worthy the Ob- 
ſervation of a Traveller, except an excel- 
lent Harbour and good F ort. 


Nor has Ballaſalli any thing. to boaſt 
of, beſide a fine River running thro! it, a 
good Air to whiten Cloth, and a Mar- 
| ket. for Fowls, where you may have the 
_ greateſt Choice of Gin Place in the 1 
" flan& 


MACGUIRES, or N was 
a waſte Piece of Ground, till after his late 
Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Crown; when 
one Macguire, a Native of Treland, and 
FTenant to Lord Darby, built a large 


Houſe on it for himſelf, and ſeveral lit= 


tle ones to let out at yearly Rent. Tis 
yet, however, no more than a Village, 
but in Compliment to him. is called a 
Town,and after his Name: it is in a plea- 
ſant and convenient Part of the Hland, for 
which reaſon, tis believed, twill hereaf- 
ter be enlarged. Is 5 


THESE Tons are divided into bene 


teen Pariſhes, which I ſhall give you the 
D 3 Names 
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I} Names of in the Qrder they ſtand in the 


Kirk Jar myn. 
Kirk Patrick. Kirk Lennon. 


- Kirk Micbaell. Kirk Canton. 


Kirk Ballaugb. Kirk Braddon. 


Kirk Furby, Kirk Maroan. 
Kirk Bride, Kirk Santon. 


Kirk Candras. Kirk Merlugh. 
Kirk Cbhriſtleſare. Kirk Carbra. 


Kir Mahal. Kirk Chriſt-Ruſſin. 


WukN Dr. Wilſon, Biſhop of Man, 
was about publiſhing his ſhort, but exact 


Account of the Iſland, he ordered all his 
Parochial Clergy to ſend him a Liſt of the 
Number of Souls, including Strangers, in 
their reſpective Pariſhes, which at that 
Time, amounted to no more than 14,500, 


tho through a Miſtake of the Printer, the 


Number publiſhed, was 15,000; but 


fince that, ſo many Jriſb Families have 
come over and ſettled there, that the Ac- 
count is greatly encrealed, 


— TY" — — 
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As to their Laws, they are but few, 
but ſeverely executed, eſpecially, as I be- 
fore obſerved, thoſe of the Eccleſiaſtick 
Court, the Clergy holding a kind of ty- 
rannical Juriſdiction over the Manks Peo- 
ple, in ſpite of the temporal Power, which 
is continually endeavouring to abate the 
Rigour of it, but in vain : for theſe ſpiri- 
tual Maſters are, in a manner, 1dohzed 
by the Natives; and they take care to 
maintain their Authority by keeping the 
Laity in the moſt miſerable Ignorance ; 
not that this is altogether Policy, for he 

cannot well inſtruct, who wants to be 
taught himſelf, What eminent Men this 
Ifland has formerly bred, I know not, 
but at preſent I hear of none famous a- 
broad ; nor can it boaſt of any more at 
home than one Clergyman, who is indeed 
a Man of Letters, and who, I hope, will 
oblige the publick with his inſtructive and 
polite Writings. He, conſidering the 
profound Ignorance of his Countrymen, 
for their ſakes undertook a Tranſlation of 


the New Teſtament into the Manks 
Tongue; of which Work he had (as I 
have been credibly informed) finiſhed the 
2 

8 e 


four Goſpels, 
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the Publication thereof had not been pro- 


hibited by a ſuperior Power. Books writ- 


ten in the Manks Tongue, they have 


none, except a Catechiſm, and Inſtructi- 
ons for Youth, with ſome Prayers not ma- 


af Years fince compiled. 


8 OME who are willing to entertain the 
moſt favourable Opinion of this People, 
impute their general Ignorance to X a 
want of Books; but I, who have lived 
and converſed ſome Time among them, 
attribute their Want of Books to their in- 
nate Ignorance. That this Suggeſtion is 
not without Grounds, appears from the 
little Progreſs made in Learning by thoſe 
who have had the happy Advantage of 


_ finiſhing their Education in a Scotch or [- 


riſþ College, which is commonly the 
Cale of ſuch as are deſigned for Holy Or- 
ders; notwithſtanding which, we find 
none of their Writin gs made publick, nor 
would moſt of their Sremons paſson any but 


a Manks Congregation. If to this they ob- 


ject that their Language is obſcure, and 
not well known in the World, let them 


write (as they frequently preach) in Eng- 
liſh, or in Latin, a Language univerſally 
known to the learned World, To prevent 


Con- 
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Controverſies and ſu their imperious 
Ike thoſe of theGhurch 


Sway, the Clergy (1 
of Rome) hold the Laity under blind ab- 
ject Obedience; of which take this In- 
ſtance: When I once, in Converſation 
with two young Clergymen, lamented the 
abovementioned Prohibition, which de- 


bar d the common People (who ſpeak on- 


ly their own Language) from the delight- 
ful Benefit, and neceſſary Duty of ſearch- 
ing the Scriptures, they agreed in this An- 
ſwer, That it was happy for the People 


that the Scriptures were lock'd up from 


them, for it prevented Diviſions in the 
Interpretation of them, which was given 


| to themſelves, and to themſelves only, by 


their Great Dictator, who had ſubſtituted 


them his Vicars and the Interpreters of 
his Law. It may, perhaps, not be un- 
worthy the Conſideration of that Power 
which preſides over the Dioceſs of Man, 


whether the greater Inconvenience accrues 


from a Publication, or a Suppreſſion of 


the Tranſlation I ſpoke of? In the firſt 
_ Caſe, what was objected by the Clergy- 
men is not without ſome Grounds, vi. 


that ſuch a Tranſlation would lay the 


| Scriptures open to the different Interpre- 


tations of 1gnorant, prejudiced, or evil-- 


de- 
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deſigning Men, and raiſe Diſputes even in 
Matters of Faith, carried on in a Language 
ſtrange to their Metropolitan, nay even to 
their Dioceſan ; by which means the un- 
ſpotted Diſcipline of the Church might 
be polluted, her pure Doctrine corrupted, 
the Laws of God perverted or broken, 
his Holy Name blaſphemed, and yet the 
great Offender eſcape unpuniſh'd, nay, 
untry d. Vet for all this, ſuch a Tranſla- 
tion is earneſtly to be deſired, when we 
conſider the miſerable Condition of that 
unhappy People, who, ſurrounded by the 
moſt learned Nations of Europe, remain 
in a State of utter Ignorance, and rather 
imitate than conform to the pureſt Church 
of God upon Earth. They hear the 
Scriptures read, but not expounded, eve- 
ry Sabbath. Their Prayer-Books and 
Bibles are printed in Engliſb, and the Mi- 
niſter mentally tranſlates the Service into 
the Marks Tongue, as he delivers it to the 
People. From theſe two Conſiderations 
I draw this Queſtion, as before mention- 
ed, Whether the greater Inconvenience or 
Evil accrues from a Publication or Suppreſ- 
ſion of a Tranſlation? On the one hand, 
there would be a fix'd, certain, known 
Rule of Faith, of which the People might 


UL 
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in another Generation be brought to com- 
prehend, that is, if thoſe who ought to in- 
ſtruct them would do it) and by which 
they would be govern'd. As the Caſe now 
ſtands, they are directed by the yarious In- 
terpretations of various Preachers; nay, by 
the various Interpretations of one Preacher; 
for who can ſuppoſe that any Man ſhall at 
all Times (tho' on the ſame Subject) uſe 
the ſame Expreſſions, Words, or Terms, 
Does not this Method open a Door to that 
endleſs Confuſion, which ſome think they 
rudently exclude by prohibiting the Pub- 
— Beſides, without being accoun- 
ted malicious, would not any diſintereſted 
Perſon aſk the Queſtion, why theſe Peo- 
ple are ſo ignorant, why there is not better 
Care taken in forming their Youth ? But I 
ſhall add no more on this Head, leſt I be 
thought by ſome (whoſe earthly and ſpiri- 
tual Welfare I heartily wiſh) too bufily 
concerned in an Affair which they may 
think foreign to me; but let them conſi- 
der, Chriſtianus ſum, Chriſtiani nibil a me 
alienum puto. Leaving then this Queſtion, 
I ſhall fay ſomething of their Method of 
inſtructing the People, young and old. 


"RET; 
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Finer, of their Schools: The Ma- 


ſters of them are generally choſen out of 
the Clergy: how improperly the Motto 
over St. Paul's School, Ingredere ut Pro- 
Acies, would ſuit one of theſe, may be eaſi- 


ly concluded from the Character of the 
Learning of theſe temporal Maſters ; but 


3 2s no more is reaſonably to be expected 
from any Man than he is capable of per- 


forming, the great Deficiency in the ſcho- 
laſtic Part of the Education of Youth here, 
we will, in Charity, rather reckon a Miſ- 
fortune than a Fault or Neglect in the 
Teachers. Yet one Error, and that an 
enormous one, I cannot omit mentioning, 
that they admit into their Schools the 
Children of Papiſts, as it were, for no o- 


ther purpoſe than to keep them in Igno- 


rance, taking fo little regard of them, that 
like Betrayers of their Profeſſion in every 

Capacity, they ſuffer them to go on in 
Blindneſs, and divert themſelves with Fa- 
bles or Legends; while other Boys of the 
fame Age, are inſtructed in an Explanati- 
on of the Church Catechiſm, publiſh'd 

in Engliſb and Manks for that purpoſe, 


and are every Sunday publickly examined 
therein in their reſpective Churches or 


Chapels - 
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| Chapek; in which Places, the former are 


wholly exempted from ever ' appearing. 
The Methods made uſe of by the Popith 
Prieſts, to continue under their heavy and 
intolerable Yoke, the ignorant Vulgar, are 


call'd Pious Frauds; their Labours in 


converting Men of different Communi- 
ons, a Prus Zeal: This Clergy have 
alſo their Frauds, but want the Zeal. 
They neither plant, nor water, nor pray 


to God for Increaſe of the true Faith. 
They are ſo far from ſuppreſſing Popery 


in its Infancy, that they even educate | 


Youth under thoſe miſtaken Principles, 
by which means it takes ſuch deep Root 
in the Adult, and is ſo cultivated and 
corroborated by the Neglect of the ſleepy 


Servant, and the Diligence of the Ene- 


my, that it becomes irradicable in un- 
bending old Age. Another dangerous 


Inconvenience ariſing from hence, is, the 


frequent Opportunities which the Popith 


Children have of corrupting, irretrieva- 
bly corrupting, the tender Principles of 


their Proteſtant School-fellows. Let no 
Man cenfure me, that I have uſed Words 
ſo harſh as zrretrievably corrupting; which 


Expreſſion may eaſily be allowed me, 
when theIndolence and Inabilities of theſe 


E School 
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School-maſters are conſidered. Are not 


| theſe Men then thoſe wicked ones, who, 
in effect, ſow the Tares among the 


Wheat ? 


AFTER what I have ſaid of the tem- 
poral Maſters, let me add to them the 


ow Paſters, equally negligent, and 


herefore equally guilty. It is moſt notori- 


ous that ſomePopith Prieſt or other, is ſent 


over thither once, twice, or oftner in a 


Fear, and there exerciſe their Function, 
in private Houſes, in all its Branches. 


They do not indeed expoſe themſelves to 
thePenaltiesof the Laws (if yetthere be any 
penal Law againſt them in that Iſland) 
by going about to make Converts ; their 


Converſation when amongſt Proteſtants, 
1s free and open on general Subjects. 


They confine themſelves much among 
their own People, and leave this dirty 
dangerous Work to their Slaves, the bi- 
gotted Laity, by frequently inculcating 


into them the neceſſary Duty imply'd in 
their perverted Explanation of the two laſt 


Verſes of the general Epiſtle of St. James, 


viz. Brethren, if any of you do err from 


the Truth, and one convert him; let him 
$now that he which converteth the Sinner 
- from 
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i om the Error of his way, ſhall ſave a 
Soul from Death, and ſhall hide a Multi- 
tude of Sins. Hence ariſe thoſe Bicker- 


ings, thoſe Railings, thoſe Backbitings, 


and Animoſities, which infeſt this Iſle, 


and diſturb the Tranquillity of it. This 


2 great Evil, and its Cauſe and Original, 


was lately complained of (the Biſhop be- 
ing then in England) to the Vicar-Gene- 
ral, by ſome Proteſtant Engliſb Gentle- 
men, who offered to prove that a Popiſh 
Prieft then refided and officiated at The 
las; deſiring, that if Confinement, and a 
legal Trial were deemed too ſevere, he 
mag at leaſt be diſmiſs'd, before the 
_ Contagion of his Doctrine ſhould ſpread 
too far, This Complaint, and Petition, 
tho' often repeated, were abſolutely re- 
jected by the Vicar-General; and the 
Prieſt went on (ſo long as he thought fit) 
without Fear or Moleſtation. Are theſe 
Men the true Paſtors? Are not theſe the 


Hirelings who. flee through Fear, and 


leave the Sheep committed to their Care 
a Prey to the ravening Wolf? 


Over the elder People. of the Hland, 
| theſe Men reign with = joined Power 
of "ning Paſtors and Maſters: : their 
5 * In- 
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Injunctions, for they cannot properly be 
called Inſtructions, are delivered from the 
Pulpit in Harangues, which go by the 
Denomination of Sermons, in which are 
never heard the divine Attributes aſſerted, 
or any Article of Faith proved from Scrip- 
ture; ſometimes, indeed, they preach 
up a Moral Duty, but the chief and moſt 
frequent Subject of their Diſcourſes, is 
the Power of the Prieſthood, and the 
Diſcipline of the Church. Theſe Doc- 
trines they thunder out, as the Pope does 
his Bulls, with an Anathema tacked to 
them, and enforce them by a ſtrong Ar- 
gument called Kir Farmyns, on all who 
are diſobedient or unbelieving: for proof 
of which, I appeal to an Engh/h Gentle- 
man, who not long fince was ſentenced 
to that horrid Priſon, I before deſcribed 
(under the Biſbop's Chapel in Peel Caſtle) 
by a ſpiritual Court, for barely ſeeming to 
ſuppoſe that one of the Brotherhood was 
not overſtocked with Learning. A Sum 
mons was ſerved upon the Gentleman be- 
fore the Sentence was regiſtred, (nor in- 
deed 7s it yet) and he had certainly been 
ſent to Priſon, and ordered to do Penance, 
but that he declared he appeal'd to the 
Metropolitan, or challeng'd his "— 
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nit to diſprove his Aſſertion before the 
beſt Judges of Learning his Country could 
produce. Upon this, the Miniſter, by 
the Advice of his Brethren, conſcious of 
the Weakneſs of his Cauſe, dropt the 
Proſecution, and has ever ſince ſat down 
as contentedly under the Character of 
an Illiterate, as a Bully does under a Beat- 
ing. 1 


TE Diſcipline of the Chuch being 
perpetually dinn'd into the Ears of the 
Laity, and the indiſpenſable Obligation 
of ſubmitting to it, the abject Creatures 
are drove to Priſon like Sheep to a Fold, 
and from thence to publick Penance, as 
quietly as thoſe Beaſts are to the Slaugh- 
ter: deterred, on the one hand, from 
Murmuring, by the Threatnings of ſe- 
verer Puniſhments; and perſuaded on 
the other, that patient Submiſſion to the 
Inflictors is the ſupremeſt Merit in the 
Eyes of Heaven. . 


Hou little the Methods taken by this 
Court to prevent Fornication have ſucceed- 

cd, may be known by the great Number of 
Offenders, which are every Sunday do- 
ing Penance for it in their Churches; and 


. ³ ˙ A G "Us ne e wy owes. „ GE 
7 N . 8 * L 2 — * Py 


— 
— 


e 


* —_—_—— 1 


— 
8 ö Cn 


* — 
— . 
— — 2 
2 6 — p p . — 
1 
my 


ERS ang 3 et ers 
CS n : Gang, —— "Ros J 

25 * hg pes 
2 WA 3 — 


— . — 
_—_ — 4 Þ #-r2 tw, * 
00 n 


Ph - . 
Þ * — * % -» zz Y -< a4 ? 
— — wm ſ vt 

— 
9 2 


| 4 » ; " N * * 
" * 1 v h » _— r 0 
rr r 


1 —  _—_ 


—ů— —— — — 
* 


42 Doſecription of 


in my Opinion, draw on a more pernici- 


ous Evil than that which they deſign to 


avoid. If the leaſt Familiarity is obſer⸗ 


ved between Perſons of a different Sex, 


they are immediately ſummon'd to the 


Communion- Table, and there obliged to 
fwear themſelves innocent, or endure the 
Shame and Puniſhment ordained for the 


Crime of Fornication. This they call 
Purging, but it is ſo far from being wor- 
thy of that Name, that many to avoid 
public Diſgrace, add the Sin of Perjury 
to the other, and take the moſt ſolemn 
Oath that can be invented to a Falſhood. 


Innumerable are the Inſtances I could 


give of this Truth; but to avoid being 


tedious, I ſhall repeat but one, that being 


of ſo dreadful a Nature, as may very well 


ſerve to convince my Reader, that too 


much Severity, as well as too much 
Lenity, is of dangerous Conſequence: 


A Wipowat Duglas,being of a light 
Behaviour, was frequently ſuſpected to be 
guilty of Fornication, and accordingly 


was ſummon'd, and took the Oath of 


Purgation, (how truly, the Sequel will 
prove.) As the was was one Evening 


going home, ſhe was accoſted by a Stran- 


ger, 


but he no ſooner came into the Air, then 
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ger, I think he was of Wales, and Maſter 
of a Veſſel; what Diſcourſe paſſed be- 

tween them is unknown, nor is it of much 
Conſequence, any farther than that they 
agreed to go together to her Lodging, 
where, having made him very drunk, 
ſhe rifled his Pocket of Ten Guineas, then 
made a Pretence to get him down Stairs: _ 


it deprived him of all the little Senſe the 
Liquor had left him ; and being unable 
to reel any farther, he lay down at the 
Door, and fell into a ſound Sleep. When 
waked, he miſſed his Money, he remem- 
| bred the Encounter he had had with the 
Woman, but could not be certain if ſhe 
had taken it from him, or whether he 
might not have been robbed as-he was 
aſleep. On relating the Story however, 
to his Landlady, ſhe perſuaded him to. 
make his Complaint, and procure Leave 
to ſearch the Lodgings of this Woman. 
The Advice was followed, and the Offi- 
cers, being very diligent in their Scrutiny, 
found in her Boſom one Guinea, under a 
heap of Aſhes a ſecond, and good Part of 
the Change of another. . As ſhe was ex- 
tremely poor, and had nothing to ſubſiſt 

on, but what ſhe gat by daily Og 
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from Houſe to Houſe, twas eaſy to be- 


lieve this was none of her own Money ; 

they therefore doubted not but they ſhould 
find the Remainder of what the Captain 
had loſt, which indeed they did, and 


with it a much more ſhocking Diſcovery, 


in turning up the Bed : there lay under it 
a Parcel of ſmall Bones, which ſeeming 
to be human, they ſent immediately for 
two Doctors, the one named Jenkenſon, 
the other Ball, who, on joining them to- 
gether, made the perfect Anatomies of 


three Children; the Back-Bone of one of | 


them, had been cleft through, as it ſeem- 
ed with a Hatchet. Every one was ſtruck 
with the utmoſt Horrour at this Sight, 


except the inhumane Mother and Mur- 
dreſs, who impudently owned they were 


all her own Children, which ſhe had 
been delivered of in private, to avoid Pu- 
niſhment, but pretended in her Defence 
that they were ſtill-born. She was then 
aſked, why ſhe did not bury them ? To 
which the anſwered, that was not the Bu- 
ſineſs of any body, they were her own ; | 
and being dead, "The might diſpoſe of 
them as ſhe pleas d. Perhaps, added the, 
J had a mind to keep them by me for the 
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Sur was, however, carried to Priſon, 
under the double Indictment of Theft and 


Murder; and being unable to alledge any 


thing in her Juſtification, was condemned 


to: Death, and. accordingly executed. 
'T was remarkable that this Wretch, when 
under Sentence, being aſked why ſhe 


had not buried the Children, ſince ſhe 


might have eaſily had an Opportunity? 


told the Perſon who made his Demand, 


that deſigning to throw them into the 


| River, ſhe took up the Bones in her A- 


pron one Night, but as ſhe was going, 


was met by a tall black Gentleman, wha 


bid her go back; adding, ſhe was ſafe 


while ſhe kept them at home, but if ſhe 


_ attempted to conceal them either in Earth: 


or Water, ſhe would certainly be diſco- 
vered, 5 : 


WHETHER this miſerable Creature | 


faw any ſuch Apparition or not, or whe- 


ther it was the Will of God that ſhe ſhould 
imagine ſhe ſaw and heard what in effect 


was nothing, I will not pretend to deter- 
mine; but it is plain that Divine Juſtice, 


who ſeldom ſuffers Murder to go unpu- 
niſhed, even on Earth, was very viſible 
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in compelling her to take the only means 
which could detect her. | 


Bu r to return, tho' the Deſign in the 
firſt Inſtitution of Purging was certainly 
good, and may deter thoſe who conſider 
the Danger of taking a falſe Oath, and 
calling the ſupreme Name of God to wit- 
neſs an Untruth, from entring into any 
unwarrantable Engagement ; yet when 
there is ſo little Care taken by the Prieſt- 
hood, to inſpire a juſt Notion of things, 
as I before ſaid, it ſerves rather to add 
Sin to Sin, by ſuffering theſe poor Igno- 
_ rants to enhance their future Puniſhment, 
in avoiding the preſent one. 750 


HERE I think it may be convenient 
to clear myſelf from any Reflections 
which may be caſt on me as aCenſurer of 
Church Diſcipline ; I acknowledge (as e- 
very Member of the Church of England 
ought) that in the Primitive Church there 
was a godly Diſcipline ; that at the Be- 
ginning of Lent, ſuch Perſons as ſtood 
convicted of notorious Sins were put to 
open Penance : and farther, I join with 
the Church, in wiſhing that the ſaid Diſ- 
cipline may be reſtored again: nay, I 

5 „„ would 


— U — — —_ — 


e e Ea 


che Jie of MAN. 457 


| would not be thought to confine ſuch Pe- 
nance to any particular Seaſon of the Vear, 
but think the Puniſhment ſhould be in- 


flicted at a convenient Diſtance of Time 
after the Conviction of the Offender. To 


the Doctrines of our Holy Church, the 
expreſs Law of God, I pay entire Obe- 


dience : to her Diſcipline, the Inſtitution 


of Men, notrepugnant to the former, nor 


corrupted by Innovations, I ſubmit : fo, 
on the other hand, all illegally aſſumed 
Power, all tyrannical and unjuſt Cenſures, 
and Sentences ecclefiaſtical, I ſhall with 


my utmoſt Endeavours op 


poſe ; notdoubt- 


ing but ſuch arbitrary Judicature will in 
Time prove as fatal to the Church, as in 
the laſt Age a pretended High Court of 


Juſtice was to the Monarchy. But as 1 


| poflibly may have occaſion to ſpeak more 


of this Head elſewhere, I ſhall leave it 


here for the preſent, and obſerve what 
Advances they make toward eſtabliſhing 


their Hierarchy from their other Doc- 


trine, viz. the Power of the Prieſthood, 


And this is, indeed, their Corner-Stone, 


the Foundation on which the ſtupendous 


Structure is erected to ſuch a gigantic and 
formidable Heighth, moſt exactly framed 
after the Model ſet before them their 


Grand 
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Grand Maſters, the Romiſh Clergy. How 
eaſy is1t to miſguide the Stranger, or.de- 


lude the Ignorant ? Would the Moors fear 


their Emperors, or the Egyptians pay ſuch 
Adoration to their Sultans, as at this day 


we ſee they do, were they not made to be- 


lieve implicitly that there is a Divinity in 
the Perſons of thoſe Abſolute Tyrants.? 
Nor do the Men TI ſpeak of, exerciſe leſs 
Domination over their Peaple, forgetting 
the Words of our Saviour, that, Ble efjed 
are the meek in Spirit, they look, and 
move, and ſpeak, as if they knew them- 
| ſelves to be ofa different Specis from their 
Hearers, and frown them into that Awe, 
and Reverence, which they ought to ac- 
quire only by a Superiority of Goodneſs. 
I heard an old Man fay, that a certain 
"Chaplain, (who ſhall be nameleſs, leſt 
any one ſhould think I mingle Prejudice 
with Truth) ought to be honoured as God 
upon Earth, = that as ſuch he would 
Wn honour him. But this poor Man 
haas lived to ſee his Error; for this God 
whom he would have worſhipped, was 
ſoon after detected of a Crime for which 
he was obliged to quit the Iſland, to avoid 
the Puniſhment the Law ordains for it. 
If any Man think me to blame, or that! 
2 9 
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pay not a due Deference to the ſacerdotal 
Function, I anſwer, that the Church of 
England commands me to proceed ; fee 
Article of Religion 26. --- I appertaineth 
to the Diſcipline of the Church, that En- 
quiry be made of evil Miniſters, and that 
they be accuſed by thoſe who have Knows- 
. of their Offences : and finally, being 
found guilty, by juſt Fudgment be depoſed, 
The Church enjoins all thoſe, without 
Limitation, who have Knowledge of Of- 
fences, to accuſe the Offenders ; but ſince 
thisbrow-beaten Laity rather conceal than 
_ diſcloſe the Enormities of their Miniſtry, 
evil Miniſters I might well call them, 
ſince, as tis proved; they admit the Wolf 
among the Sheep, I think it more parti- 
cularly a Duty incumbent on me, (Who 
am not only a Subject, but a Servant alſo 
in this Place, to his preſent, as I was to 


| his late facred Majeſty) to bring theſe 


Things to the Knowledge of thoſe, whoſe 
Intent and Inclination, I doubt not, is, 
to give juſt Judgment. And ſince all pri- 
vate Accuſations, tending to obtain this 
Juſtice, have been (as 1s before related) 
rejected or ſuppreſs d, it is now high Time 


to exhibit this publick one. Thus, not 


many Years ſince, when the arbitrary 
8 Pro- 
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Proceedings of a Powerful Man, and the 
Oppreſſions which one of our Univerſities 
groan'd under, were become inſupporta- 
ble ; Redreſs was loudly, tho' humbly, 


ſued for, in a Repreſentation of the State 
of that Univerſity made publick by a late 


eminent Lawyer; and in a moſt pathetic 


Letter from a learned and truly reverend 
Divine, to his Patron, poſſeſs'd of a high 
Station in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice. 
And tho' they did not ſucceed in their 
intended Reformation, by bringing a Royal 
Viſitation on that Univerſity, (the Di- 
ſtraction of thoſe Times then probably 
preventing, and the after Behaviour of 
that Body perhaps averting it) yet were 


the commendable Labours of thoſe Gen- 


tlemen amply rewarded, by the ſignal 
Honours which each in his reſpective 


Profeſſion received; beſide that innate 


Happineſs, which diffuſes itſelf thro' the 
Soul when conſcious of having done, or 
attempted to do a good Action. This 

laſt, whatever may be my Expectations 
of the former, will certainly be my Porti- 
on, and abundantly make up for whate- 
ver Malice may be conceived againſt me 
by thoſe whoſe Deeds being evil, ſhun the 
Light. % a. 
4 „5 Bur 
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BurT as it is no leſs, if not a greater 
Error, to omit the Praiſes of the good, 
than to lay open, and warn Men of un- 
worthy Paſtors; I muſt not quit this Sub- 
ject without mentioning ſome of thoſe 
many amiable Qualities, which adorn the 
Character of the preſent Biſbop. Long, 


and uninterrupted Cuſtom has made the 
Spiritual Court of ſuch an arbitrary Au- 


thority, that ſhould he derogate from it, 


he would be in great Danger of publick 


Oppoſition, as well as private Hatred, 
from the whole Body of inferior Clergy : 
he therefore may be ſaid rather tocomply 
with, than approve of it; being in his 
own Nature, what our bleſſed Saviour re- 
commends, mild, humble, tender, com- 


paſſionate, and forgiving. But the ahun- 
dant Charities he beſtows, and which we 
too well know, not to have feached 


wherever this Treatiſe will arrive, are 
better Teſtimonials of him than the Words 


of any Author, Some few, but alas! 


they are but few, of the Vicars and Chap- 
lains, may alſo be exempted from the ge- 
neral Character above given. pe 
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As the Earl of Derby, tho ſtiled ” 


-Lord of Man, might juſtiy enough be 
called King, all Cauſes, except in the 
Spiritual Court, being tryed i in his Name, 
and all Warrants for Life and Death ſign- 
ed by his Hand; his utmoſt Endeavours 
have not been wanting to curb the aſſum- 
ing Power of the Eccleſiaſticks. As for 
Example, when the Sumner comes to 
apprehend any Perſon for an Offence com- 
mitted, or ſaid to be committed in that 


Court, had the Perſon ſo ſeized, Courage 


enough to refuſe going to Priſon under 
his Conduct, he cannot be compelled, 
becauſe the Soldiers of the Garriſon have 
Orders from their Commanders never to 
be aiding nor aſſiſting to any ſuch Com- | 
mitments. Hence it follows, that the 
ſpiritual and temporal Powers are at the 
extremeſt Odds with each other ; and 
were it not for the blind Obedience the 
Laity pay to their Ghoſtly Fathers, the 
former would ſoon be ſubjected. 


*T1s this Ignorauce which is the Oc- 
caſion of the exceſſive Superſtition which 
reigns among them : I have already given 


Toe Hints of it, A not enough to "ik 
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the World what a Mans Man truly is, 
and what Power the Prejudice of Educa- 


tion has over weak Minds. If Books 
were of any Uſe among them, one would 


ſwear the Count of Gabalis had been not 


only tranſlated into the Manks Tongue, 


burt that it was a ſort of Rule of Faith to 
them, ſince there is no fictitious Being 


ſurdities, which they would not readily 


mentioned by him, in his Book of Ab- 


give credit to. I know not, Idolizers as 
they are of the Clergy, whether they 
would not be even refractory to them, 

were they to preach againſt the Exiſtence 


of Fairies, or even againſt their being 


commonly ſeen : for tho' the Prieſthood 
area kind of Gods among them, yet ſtill 
Tradition 1s a greater God than they ; and 
as they confidently aſſert that the firſt 
Inhabitants of their Iſland were Fairies, 
ſo do they maintain that theſe little Peo- 5 
ple have ſtill their Reſidence among them: 
They call them the good People, and ſay 
they live in Wilds — Foreſts, and on 
Mountains, and ſhun great Cities becauſe 


of the Annes acted therein; all the 


Houſes are bleſſed where they viſit, for 


they fly Vice. A Perſon would be thought 
* NN prophane, who ſhould ſuffer | 


F 3 bis 
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his Family to go to Bed without having 
firſt ſet a Tub, or Pail full of clean Water, 
for theſe Gueſts to bath themſelves in, 
which the Natives aver they conſtantly do, 
as ſoon as ever the Eyes of the Family are 
cloſed, wherever they vouchſafe to come. 
If any thing happen to be miſlaid, and 
found again, in ſome Place where it was 
not expected, they preſently tell you a 
Fairy took it and returned it: if you 
chance to get a Fall, and hurt eee a 
Fairy laid ſomething in your Way to 
throw you down, as a Puniſhment for 
ſome Sin you have committed. _ 


1 nave heard many of them proteſt 
they have been carried inſenſibly great 


- Difances from home, and, without know- 


ing how they came there, found them- 


'S _—_ on the Top of a Mountain. One 


ory in 2 was told me of a Man 
5 — had been led by inviſible Muſicians 
for ſeveral Miles mie — and not being 
able to reſiſt the Harmony y, followed till 
it conducted him to a large Common, 


where were a great Number of little Pfeo-: 


ple fitting round a Table, and eating and 
drinking in a very jovial manner: Among 
them were ſome Faces whom he wk 

| - 
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he had formerly ſeen, but b taking 
any notice, or thy of him, till the little 


People offering him Drink, one of them, 


DT whoſe Features ſeemed not unknown to 


him, plucked him by the Coat, and for- 
bad him, whatever ge did, to taſte any! 


thing he ſaw before him; for if you do, 


added he, you will be as I am, and re- 
turn no more to your Family. The poor 


Man was much affrighted, but reſolved to 8 | 


obey the — accordingly a large 


| liver Cup filled with ſome {ſort 1 Liquor, 


being put into his Hand, he found anOppor-- 
tunity to throw what it contained on the 


| Ground. Soon after the Muſick ceaſing, 

all the Company diſappeared, leaving the 
Cup in his Hand; and he returned home, 
tho much wearied and fatigued. He 


went the next day, and communicated to 
the Miniſter of the Pariſh all that had 
happened, and aſked his Advice how he 
ſhould diſpoſe of the Cup: to which the 


Parſon reply'd, hecould not do better than 
to devote it to the Service of the Church; 
and this very Cup, they tell me, 1s that Z 


which is now ufed for the conſecrated 
Wine! in Fan 


Ano⸗ 
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ANOTHER Inſtance they gave me to 
prove the Reality of Fairies, was of a 
Fidler, who having agreed with a Perſon, 
who was a Stranger, for ſo much Money, 
to play to ſome Company he ſhould bring 
him to, all the twelve Days of Chr:/#mas, 
and received Earneſt for it, ſaw his new - 
| Maſter vaniſh into the Earth the Moment 
he had made the Bargain. Nothing 
could be more terrified than was the poor 
Fidler ; he found he had entered himſelf 
into the Devil's Service, and looked on 
himſelf as already damned ; but having 
_ recourſe alſo to a Clergyman, he received 
ſome Hope: he ordered him however, 
as he had taken Earneſt, to go when he 
ſhould be called; but that whatever 
Tunes ſhould be called for, to play none 
but Pfalms. On the Day appointed, the 
ſame Perſon appeared, with whom he 
went, tho' with what inward Reluctance 
tis eaſy to gueſs; but punctually obeying 
the Miniſter's Directions, the Company 
to whom he play'd were ſo angry, that 
they all vaniſhed at once, leaving him at 
the Top of a high Hill, and ſo bruiſed 
and hurt, tho' he was not ſenſible when, 


or from what Hand he received —_ 
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that he got not home without the utmoſt 
b 


THe old Story of Infants being chang- 
ed in their Cradles, is here in ſuch Cre- 
dit, that Mothers are in continual Terror 


at the Thoughts of it. I was prevailed 


upon myſelf, to go and ſee a Child, who, 


they told me was one of theſeChangelings, 


and indeed muſt own was not a little ſur- 
prized, as well as ſhocked- at the Sight: 
nothing under Heaven could have a more 
beautiful Face: but tho' between Five 
and Six Years old, and ſeemingly heal - 
thy, he was fo far from being able to 
walk, or ſtand, that he could not ſo much 
as move any -one Joint: his Limbs 
were vaſtly long for his Age, but ſmaller 
than an Infant's of ſix Months; his Com- 
plexion was perfectly delicate, and he had 
the fineſt Hair in the World; neg — 
ſpoke nor cryed, eat Tearce any 
and was very ſeldom ſeen to ſmile, bat 
any one called him a Farry-Elf, he would 
frown, and fix his Eyes ſo earneſtly on 
thoſe who ſaid it, as if he would look 
. them through. His Mother, or at leaf 
his ſuppoſed Mother, being very poor, 
8 went out a Chairin 8. and n 
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him a whole Day together: the Neigh- 
bours, out of Curioſity, have often looked 
in at the Window to ſee how he behaved 
when alone, which whenever they did, 
they were fure to find him laughing, and 
in the utmoſt Delight. This made them 
judge that he was not without Company 
more pleaſing to him than any Mortal's 
could be; and what made this Conjec- 
ture ſeem the more reaſonable, was, 
that if he were left ever ſo dirty, the Wo- 
man, at her Return, faw him with a clean 
Face, and his Hair combed with the ut- 
© moſt Exactneſs and Nicety. 


A SECcoND Account of this Nature, I 
had from a Woman to whoſe Offspring 
the Fairies ſeemed to have taken a particu- 
lar Fancy. The Fourth or Fifth Night 
after ſhe was delieved of her firſt Child, 
the Family were alarm'd with a moſt 
terrible Cry of Fire; on which, every 
body run out of the Houſe to ſee whence 
it proceeded, not excepting the Nurſe, 
who being much frighted as the others, 
made one of the Number, The poor 
Woman lay trembling in her Bed, alone, 
unable to help herſelf, and her Back be- 
ing turned to the Infant, ſaw not that it 


was | 
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was taken away by an inviſible Hand. 
Thoſe who had left her, having enquired. 
about the Neighbourhood, and finding 
there was no Cauſe for the Out- cry they 
had heard, laugh'd at each other for the 
Miſtake; but as they were going to re- 
enter the Houſe, the poor Babe lay on thge 
Threſhold, and by its Cries preſerv'd it- 
ſelf from being trod upon. This exceed- 
ingly amazed all that ſaw it, and the Mo- 
ther being ſtill in Bed, they could aſcribe 
no Reaſon for finding it there, but having 
been remov'd by Fairies, who, by their 
ſudden Return, had been prevented from 
carrying it any farther. 


Azur a Year after, the fame Wo- 
man was brought to Bed of a Second 
Child, which had not been born many 

Nights before a great Noiſe was heard in 

the Houſe where they kept their Cattle ; 

(for in this Iſland, where there is no Shel- 

ter in the Fields from the exceſſive Cold 

and Damps, they put all their Milch 

Kine into a Barn, which they call a Cat- 

tle-Houſe.) Every body that was ſtirring, 
ran to ſee what was the matter, believing 
that the Cows had got looſe : the Nurſe 

Was as ready as the reſt, but finding all 

P 
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—— the Barn-Door cloſe, immediately 
arned, but not ſo ſuddenly but that the 
n Babe was taken out of theBed, 
as the former had been, and dropt on 
their Coming, in the Middle of the En- 
try. This was enough to prove the Fui- 
ries had made a ſecond Attempt ; and the 
Parents ſending for a Miniſter, join d with 
him in Thankſgiving to God, who had 
twice-delivered their Children from being 
taken from them. 


Bur in the Time af her Third "oy 
ing-in, every body ſeem'd to have forgot 
what had hs in the Firſt and Se- 

cond, and on a Noiſe in the Cattle-Houſe 
ran out to know what had occaſioned it. 

The Nurſe was the only Perſon, except- 

ing the Woman in the Straw, who ſtay'd in 

the Houſe, nor was ſhe detained thro' Care, 
or Want of Curiofity, but by the Bonds of 

Sleep, having drank a little too plentifully 

the preceding Day. The Mother, who was 

broad awake, faw her Childylifted out of 
the Bed, and carried out of the Cham- 
ber, tho! ſhe could not ſee any Perſon 
touch it; on which, ſhe cryed out as 
loud as the could, Nurſe, Nurie 1 my 


Child, my Child is taken away; but the 
2 2nd 


— 


old Woman was too faſt, to be awaken'd 


by the Noiſe ſhe made, and the Infant 0 


was irretrievably gone. When her Huſ- 


band, and thoſe who had accompany'd 


him, returned, they found her wringing 
her Hands, and uttering the moſt piteous 


_ Lamentations for the Loſs of her Child: 


on which, ſaid the Huſband, looking in- 
to the Bed, the Woman is mad, do not 
you ſee the Child lies by you ? On which 
ſhe turned, and faw indeed ſomething 


like a Child, but far different from her | 


own, who was a very beautiful, fat, well- 


featured Babe; whereas, what was now 


in the room of it, was a poor, lean, wi- 
thered, deformed Creature. It lay quite 
naked, but the Clothes belonging to the 


Child that was exchanged for it, lay wrapt 


up all together on the Bed. 


” Tas Creature lived with them near 


| the Space of nine Years, in all which 


Time it eat nothing except a few Herbs, 
nor was evenſeen to void any other Ex- 


crement than Water: it neither ſpoke, 


nor could ſtand or go, but ſeemed ener- 

vate in every Joint, like the Changeling I 
mentioned before, and in all its Actions 
— G - thawed 
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ture. 


A Woman who lived about two 
Miles diftant from Ballaſalli, and uſed to 


ſerve my Family with Butter, made me 
once very merry with a Story ſhe told me 


of her Daughter, a Girl of about ten 
Years old, who being ſent over the Fields 
to the Town, for a Pennywort h of To- 


bacco for her Father, was on the top of a 
Mountain furrounded by a great Number 
of little Men, who would not ſuffer her 


to paſs any farther. Some of them faid 
ſhe ſhould go with them, and according- 
ly laid hold of her: but one ſeeming 
more pitiful, defired they would let her 
alone; which they refuſing, there enſued a 


Quarrel, and the Perſon who took her 


Part, fought bravely in her Defence. This 
fo incenſed the others, that to be reveng- 


ed on her for being the Cauſe, two or 


three of them ſeized her, and pulling up 
her Clothes, whipped her heartily ; after 
which, it ſeems, they had no farther Pow- 
er over her, and the run home directly, 
telling what had befallen her, and ſhow- 


ing her Buttocks, on which were the 


ſhowed itfelf to be of the ſame Na- 


® 
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Prints of ſeveral ſmall Hands. Several of 
the Towns-People went with her to the 
Mountain, and ſhe conducting them to 
the Spot, the little Antagoniſts were gone, 
but had left behind them Proofs (as the 
good Woman faid) that what the Girl 
had informed them was true; for there 

was a great deal of Blood to be ſeen on 
the Stones. This did ſhe aver with all | 
the Solemnity imaginable. 


ANOTHER Womanequally ſuperſtitious 
and fanciful as the former, told me, that 
being great with Child, and expecting e- 
very Moment the good Hour, as the laß 
awake one Night in her Bed, the faw Se- 

ven or Eight little Women come into her 
Chamber, one of whom had an Infant in 
her Arms : they were followed by a Man 


| of the ſame Size with themſelves, but in 


the Habit of a Miniſter. One of them 
went to the Pail, and finding no Water 
in it, cried out to the others, What muſt 
they do to chriſten the Child? On which, 
they reply d, it ſhould be done in Beer. 
With that, the ſeeming Parfon took the 
Child in his Arms, and performed the 
Ceremony of Baptiſm, dipping his Hand 
into a — Tub 6 Strong-Beer, * 
2 
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the Woman had brew'd the Day before 
to be ready for her Lying-in. She told 
me, that they baptized the Infant by 
the Name of Joan, which made her 
know ſhe was pregnant of a Girl, as 
it proved a few Days after, when ſhe was 
delivered. She added alſo, that it was 
common for the Fairies to make a Mock- 
Chriſtning when any Perſon was near her 
Time, and that according to what Child, 
male or female, they brought, ſuch 
thould the Woman bring into the 
World. 53 8 
Bor I cannot give over this Subject 
without mentioning what they fay befel a 
young Sailor, who coming off a long 
Voyage, tho' it was late at Night, choſe 
to land rather than lie another Night in 
the Veſſel: being permitted. to do ſo, he 
was ſet on ſhore at Duglas. It happened 
to be a fine Moon-light Night, and very 
dry, being a ſmall Froſt ; he therefore 
forbore going into any Houſe to refreſh 
himſelf, but made the beſt of his Way 
to the Houſe of a Siſter he had at K7rkt 
Merlugh. As he was going over a pretty 
high Mountain, he heard the Noiſe of 
Horſes, the Hollow of a Huntſman, * 5 
e 5 


rhe Iſe of MAN. 65 


the fineſt Horn in the World. He was a 
little ſurprized that any body purſued thoſe 


kinds of Sports in hy Night, but he had 
not Time for much Reflection before they 
all paſſed by him, ſo near, that he was 


able to count what Number there was of 


them, which he ſaid, was Thirteen, and 


that they were all dreſt in green, and gal- 


lantly mounted. He was ſo well pleaſed 


with the Sight, that he would gladly 
have follow'd, could he have kept pace 


with them; he croſs'd the Foot-Way, 
however, that he might ſee them again, 


which he did more "than once, and loſt 
not the Sound of the Horn for ſome Miles. 
At length, being arrived at his Siſter's, he 


tells her the Story, who preſently clapped 


her Hands for Joy, that he was come 
home ſafe; for, ſaid ſhe, thoſe you ſaw 
were Fairi es, and *tis well they did not 
take you away with them. 
THERE is no perſuading them but 
that theſe Huntings are frequent in the I- 


fland, and that theſe little Gentry being 
too proud to ride on Manks Horſes, which 


they might find in the Field, make uſe 
of the Bug gliſh and 1ri/h ones, which are 
brought over and kept by Gentlemen. 


: "_ _m that nothing! is mere common, 
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than to ſind theſe poor Beaſts, in a Morn- 


ing, all over in a Sweat and Foam, and 


tired almoſt to death, when their Owners 


have believed they have never been out 
of the Stable. A Gentlemen of Ba/laflet- 
_ cher aſſured me, he had Three or Four of 


his beſt Horſes killed W theſe ag ” 


* 


Ar my firſt coming into the Iſland, 
and hearing theſe ſort of Stories, I impu- 
ted the giving Credit to them merely to 
the Simplicity of the poor Creatures who 


related them; but was ſtrangely ſurpriz- 


ed when I heard other Narratives of this 
kind, and altogether as abſurd, atteſted 
by Men who paſſed for Perſons of ſound 
Judgment. Among this Number, was 
à Gentleman my dear Neighbour, who 
affirmed with the moſt ſolemn Aſſevera- 
tions, that being of my Opinion, and en- 
tirely averſe tothe Belief that any ſuchBe- 
ings were permitted to wander for the Pur- 


poſes related of them, he had been at laſt 


convinced by the Appearance of ſeveral 


little: Figures Playing and leaping over | 


fome Stones in a Field, whom, a few 
' Yards diſtance, he imagined were School- 


hy, and intended, when he come near 
enough, 
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enough, to reprimand, for being abſent 
from their Exerciſes at that Time of the 
Day, it being then, he ſaid, between 
Three and Four of the Clock: but when 
he approached as near as he could gueſs, 
within Twenty Paces, they all immedi- 
ately diſappeared, ho' he had never ta- 
ken his Eye off them from the firſt Mo- 


ment he beheld them; nor was there any 


Place where they could ſo ſuddenly re- 
treat, it being an open Field without 
Hedge or Buſh, and, as I faid before, 
broad Day. 1 


AnoTHER Inſtance, which might 
ſerve to ſtrengthen the Credit of the o- 
ther, was told me by a Perſon who had 
the Reputation of the utmoſt Integrity. 
This Man being deſirous of diſpoſing of a 
Horſe he had at that Time no great. Oc- 
caſion for, and riding him to Market for 
that Purpoſe, was accoſted, in paſſing o- 
ver the Mountains, by a little Man in a 
plain Dreſs, who aſked him if he would: 
ſell his Horſe, *Tis the Deſign I am go- 
ing on, reply'd the Perſon who told me 
the Story. On which, the other deſired 
to know the Price. Eight Pounds, faid: 
he. No, reſumed the Purchaſer, I will 

= ** 


4 


68 A Deſcription . of 
give no more than Seven; which, if 
you will take, here is your Money. The 
Owner thinking he had bid pretty fair, 
agreed with him, and the Money being 
told out, the one diſmounted, and the o- 
ther got on the Back of the Horſe, which 
he had no ſooner done, than both Beaſt 
and Rider ſunk into the Earth immedi- 
ately, leaving the Perſon who had made 
the Bargain in the utmoſt Terror and 
Conſternation. As ſoon as he had a little 
recovered himſelf, he went directly to 
the Parſon of the Pariſh, and related what 
had paſſed, deſiring he would give his 

YIinion whether he ought to make Uſe 
ff the Money he had received, or not; 
To which he reply'd,that as he had made 
a fair Bargain, and no way circumvented, 
nor endeavoured to circumvent the Buy- 
er, he faw no reaſon to believe, in caſe 
it was an evil Spirit, it could have any 
Power over him. On this Aſſurance, he 
went home well fatisfied, and nothing af- 
_ terward happened to give him any Diſ-- 

quiet concerning this Affair. | 


A $EconD Account of the fame na- 5 
ture I had from a Clergyman, and a Per- 
ſon of more Sanity than the * 
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of his Function in this INand. It was his 


Cuſtom to paſs ſome Hours every Even- 
ing in a Field near his Houſe, indulging 


Meditation, and calling himſelf to an ac- 


count for the Tranſactions of the paſt 
Day. As he was in this Place oneNight, 
more than ordinarily wrapt in Contemp- 


lation, he wandered, without thinking 
where he was, a conſiderable Way far- 


ther than it was uſual for him to do; and 
as he told me, ke knew not how far the 
deep Muſing he was in, might have car- 


tried him, if it had not been ſuddenly in- 


terrupted by a Noiſe, which, at firſt, he 
took to be the diſtant Bellowing of a Bull; 
but as he liſtned more heedfully to it, 
found there was ſomething more terrible 


in the Sound, than could proceed from 


that Creature. He confeſs'd to me, that 
he was no leſs affrighted than ſurprized, 


eſpecially when the Noiſe coming ſtill 
nearer, he imagined whatever it was, 


that it proceeded from, it muſt paſs him: 


he had, however, Preſence enough of 
Mind to place himſelf with his Back to a 


Hedge, where he fell on his Knees, and 
began to pray to God with all the Vehe- 
mence ſo dreadful an Occafion required. 
He had not been long in that Poſition, 

123 before 
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Cottage, the Owner of which, they 
him, was that Moment dead. The good. 


one; but the Deceaſed having the Cha- 
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before he beheld ſomething in the Form 
of a Bull, but infinitely —— than ever 
he had ſeen in Enriend, much leſs in 

Aon, where the Cattle are very ſmall in 
general. The Eyes, he ſaid, ſeemed to 
ſhoot forth F —— and the running of 


it was with ſuch a Force, that the Ground 


ſhook under it as in an Earthquake. It 
made directly toward a little Cottage, and 


there, after moſt horribly roaring, difap- 


pear'd. The Moon being then at the 


full, and ſhining in her utmoſt Splendor, 


all theſe Paſſages were perfectly viſible to 


1 ——— who having finiſhed 
his Ejaculation, and given Thanks -to 


God for his Preſervation, went to the 


old Gentleman was loth to paſs a Cenſure - 
which might be judged an uncharitable 


rafter of a very ill Liver, moſt People 


who heard the Story, were apt to ima- 


gine this terrible Apparition came to at- 
| TE 


A MIGHTY Buſtle they alſo make . 
of an n, which they fay, haunts: 


| | x Woman, 


| wWho⸗ 
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who was ſome Years fince executed for 
the Murder of her Child. I have heard 
not only Perſons, who have been confi- 
ned there for Debt, but alſo the Soldiers 
of the Garriſon affirm they have feen it 
various Times : but what I took moſt 
notice of, was the Report of a Gentle- 
man, of whoſe good Underſtanding, as 
well as Veracity, J have a very great O- 
pinion, He told me, that happening to 
be abroad late one N icht, and catched in 
an exceſſive Storm of Wind, and Rain, he 
ſaw a Woman Rand before the Caſtle- 
Gate, where being not the leaſt Shelter, 
it ſomething furprive# him, that any bo- 
dy, much leſs one of that Sex, ſhonld:not 
rather run to ſame little Porch, or Shed, 
of which there are ſeveral in Caftle-Traon, 
than chuſe to ſtand ſtill expoſed and alone, 
to ſuch a dreadfal Tempeſt. His Curio- 
tity exeiting him to draw nearer, that he 
might diſcover who it was that ſeemed 
ſo little to regard the Fury of the Ele- 
ments, he perceived ſhe retreated on his 
Approach, and at laſt, he thought, went 
into the Caſtle, tho' the Gates were ſhut: 
this obliging him to think he had ſeen a 
Spirit, ſent him home very much terrifi- 
ed; but the next 9 IR his Ad- 


ven- 
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venture to ſome People who lived in the 
Caſtle, and deſcribing, as near as he 
could, the Garb and Stature of the Appa- 
rition, they told him it was that of the 
Woman above mentioned, who had been 
frequently ſeen, by the Soldiers on guard, 
to paſs in and out of the Gates, as well 
as to walk thro' the Rooms, tho' there 
was no viſible Means to enter. 
Tuoc' ſo familiar to the Eye, no Per- 
ſon has yet, however, had the Courage 
to ſpeak to it, and, as they ſay, a Spirit 
has no Power to reveal its Mind without 
being conjured to do ſo in a proper man- 
ner, the Reaſon of its being permitted to 
wander is unnoẽwu n. | 


ANOTHER Story of the like Nature, 

I have heard concerning an Apparition, 
which has frequently been ſeen on a wild 
Common near Kir Jarmyn Mountains, 
which, they ſay, aſſumes the Shape of a 

Wolf, and fills the Air with moſt terrible 
Howlings. © : 


- 


Bou r having run on ſo far in the Ac- 
count of ſupernatural Appearances, I can- 
not forget what was told me by an Eng- 


1% 


the Ile of MAN. 73 


22 Gentleman and my particular F riend. 


© He was about paſſing over Duglas Bridge 


before it was broken down, but the Tide 
being high, he was obliged to take the 
River; having an excellent Horſe under 


him, and one accuſtomed to ſwim. As 


he wasin the middle of it, he heard, or 
imagined he heard, the fineſt Symphony, 
I will not fay in the World, for nothing 
human ever came up to it. The Horſe 
was no leis ſenſible of the Harmony than 
himſelf, and kept in an immoveable Po- 
ſture all the Time it laſted; which, he 


ſaid, could not be leſs than three Quar- 
ters of an Hour, according to the moſt - 


exact Calculation he could make, when 
he arrived at the End of his little Journey, 
and found how long he had been com- 


. 3 
Hr, who before laugh d at all theSto- 


tries told of Fairies, now became a Con- 


vert, and believed as much as ever a 
Manks Man of them all. 


As to Circles in the Graſs, and the Im- 


preſſion of ſmall Feet among the Snow, I 
cannot deny but 1 have fecn them fre- 
quently, and once thought J heard a 


H 9 Whittle, 
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Whiſtle, as tho' in my Ear, when no- 


body that could make it was near me. 


For my Part, T ſhall not pretend to 


determine if ſuch A 2133 have any 
Reality, or are only the Effect of the I- 
magination; but as I had much rather 


give credit to them, than be convinced by 


ocular Demonſtration, I ſhall leave the 
Point to be diſcuſſed by thoſe who have 
made it more their Study; and only ſay, 
that whatever Belief we ought to give to 
ſome Accounts of this kind, there are o- 


thers, and thoſe much more numerous, 
which merit only to be laughed at: it not 
being at all conſonant to Reaſon, or the 
Idea Religion gives us of the fallen Angels, 
to ſuppoſe Spirits ſo eminent in Wiſdom | 


and Knowledge, as to be exceeded by no- 


thing but their Creator, ſhould viſit the 
Earth for ſuch trifling Purpoſes as to 
throw Bottles and Glaſſes about a Room, 
and a thouſand other as ridiculous Gam- 
bols mentioned in thoſe voluminous Trea- 


tiſes of Apparitions. 


Tux Natives of this Iſland tell you 
alſo, that before any Perſon dies, the 
Proceſſion of the Funeral is acted by a ſort 


of 
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of Beings, which for that End render 
themſelves vifible. I know ſeveral that 
have offered to make Oath, that as they 
have been paſſing the Road, one of theſe _ 
Funerals has come behind them, and e- 
ven laid the Bier on their Shoulders, as 
tho? to aſſiſt the Bearers. One Perſon, 
who aſſured me he had been ſerved fo, 
told me, that the Fleth of his Shoulder 
had been very much bruiſed, and was- 


black for many Weeks after. 5 i 


TRHERE are few or none of them who 
pretend not to have ſeen or heard theſe 
Imaginary Obſequies, (for I muſt not o- 
mit that they fing Pſalms in the ſame 
Manner as thoſe do who accompany the 
Corps of a dead Friend) which ſo little 
differ from real ones, thatthey are not to be 
known 'till both Coffin and Mourners are 
ſeen to vaniſh at the Church- Doors. Theſe 
they take to be a ſort of friendly Demons, 
and their Buſineſs, they ſay, is to warn 
People of what is to befall them : accord- 
ingly they give notice of any Strangers 
Approach, by the trampling of Horſes at 
the Gate of the Houſe where they are to 
arrive, As difficult as I found it to bring 
myſelf to give any Faith to this, I have 
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Ar been very much ſurpriſed, when 


on viſiting a Friend, I have found the 


Table ready ſpread, and every thing in 
order to receive me, and been told by the 
Perſon to whom I went, that he had 
Knowledge of my coming or ſome other 


© Gueſt, by theſe good-natured Intelligen- 
cers. Nay, when obliged to be abſent 
ſome time from home, my own Servants 


have aſſured me they were informed by 
theſe Means of my Return, and expected 
me the very Hour I came, tho perhaps 


it was ſome Days before I hoped it my- 


ſelf at my going abroad. That this is 
Fact, I am poſitively convinced by many 
Proofs ; but how or wherefore it ſhould 
beſo, has frequently given me much mat- 

ter of eee, yet left me in the ſame 

Uncertainty as before. Here, there- 
fore, will I wah the Subject, and proceed 
to Things much eaſier to be accounted 


5 for. 


Hav ING been fo copious in my De- 
ſcription of the Spiritual Power, it will 
be expected I ſhould fay ſomething of 
the Temporal Juriſdiction, which is per- 
petually in Oppoſition with the other, and 


18 arbitrary but 1 in two things, v/z. That 
| in 
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in the Cattle-Markets no Perſon, be he of 
ever ſo great Condition, is permitted to 
cheapen or bid Money for any Beaſt till 
the Lord's Steward has had the Refuſal 
of it: and that if any Man or Maid-Ser- 
vant be eſteemed extraordinary in their 
Way, either he the Governour, or the 
two Deempſters have the Power to o- 
blige ſuch a Servant to live with them 
for the Space of a Year, and receive no 


more than fix Shullings for their Service 


during the faid Time. This they call 
Tarding, and the Ceremony of it is _ 
formed in the following manner : 
Officer appointed for that — alled 
a Sumner, lays a Straw over his, or her 
Shoulder, — ſays, By virtue of this, you 
are Yarded for the Service of the Lor of © 
Man in the Houſe of his Steward, Gover- 
nour, or Deempſier, which-ever of them 


it is that has given this Commiſſion. But 


this is a Law of no force in Biſop's Lands; 
for which reaſon, all Servants who have 
any Apprehenſions of being Yarded, hire 
themſelves, if poſſibly they can, to thoſe 
who rent the aboveſaid Lands ; or failing 
in that, as ſoon as they perceive an Officer 
coming near them, run to that Aſylum, 
* 2 n * 
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on which, when they have ſet their Feet, 


they are ſafe for that Time. 
IN all things elſe the People are treated 


with the utmoſt Lenity by the Govern- 


ment. The Officers and Soldiery, who 
receive their Commiſſions and Pay from 


the Lord of Man, are extremely courte- 


ous and civil, rather endeavouring to do 
all the good Offices they can, than in the 


leaſt exerting any Authority, Tis to 


their Compaſſion alone, that the poor Cri- 
minals ſentenced by the Spiritual Court 


to that loathſome Dungeon under the 
Chaple at Peel, are not really confined 


there, but have the Liberty of the Caſtle. 
In fine, they are not only the beſt-bred, 


and moſt converſible Men in the Iſland, 


but likewiſe, generally ſpeaking, the 
leaſt vicious, in ſpite of the little Regard 


they pay to the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdicti- | 


On. 


As to their Law-Suits, they are nei- 


ther expenſive nor tedious, but that draws 
on a Misfortune as bad, if not worſe 
_ conſequence than either of the others; 


which is, that the Over-cheapneſs renders 


them frequent. When a Perſon has a 


mind 
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mind to commence a Suit againſt his 
Neighbour for Debt, he has no more to 
do than to take out a Token. which 1s a 
Piece of Slate marked with the Gover- 

nour's Name on it; and it is the ſame 
thing with an Arreſt in England: the 
Price of theſe Tokens is no more than 
two Pence, and every Man being allowed 
to plead bis own Cauſe, there is no Occa- 
ſion for Counſellors, Attorneys, or Solli- 
citors. The Ignorance, however, of the 
People, and their Incapacity of Speaking 
for themſelves in publick, have given an 
Opportunity to ſome Men to ſet up for 
a kind of Lawyers, who take Fees, and 

argue on both Sides, as in the Courts of 
* elſewhere. | 


T HEIR Shending Courts, the ſame 
with our Terms, are held but twice a 
Year; but then they have a Court of 
Chancery, wherein the Governour is fole 
Judge, which, if there be Occaſion, he 
may hold once every Week; and this 
gives ſo eaſy and ſpeedy a Diſpatch to all 
Differences, that there is little to do at 
their Grand Aſſizes. 
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feription as I think can be expected from 
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FT xxow nothing in their Statutes nor 
Puniſhments particular, but this ; which is, 
that if any Perſon be convicted of uttering 
a ſcandalous Report, and cannot make 
good the Afﬀertion inſtead of being fined 


or impriſoned, they are ſentenced to ſtand 


in the Market-Place, on a ſort of a Scaf- 
fold erected for that purpoſe, with their 
Tongue in a Nooſe made of Leather, 
which they call a Bridle, and having been 
thus expoſed to the View of the People 


for ſome time, on the taking off this Ma- 


chine, they are obliged to ſay three Times, 
Tongue thou haſt lyed. As whimſical as 


* this Puniſhment may ſeem, I know not 


but, if introduced in ſome Places that I 


could name, it might put a greater Stop 


to Malice than any private Puniſhment 
whatſoever ; becauſe, that tho' a Perſon 
who has once ſuffered this Shame, ſhould 


- he tempted to commit the ſame Crime a 
ſecond Time, it would be to little purpoſe, 
becauſe whatever he ſaid, would be ſure 


to gain no Credit, after having been once 


recorded as a Lyar. 


AND now having given as full a De- 


me 
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me of the Courts of Judicature,. both 
Spiritual and Temporal,. and the Puniſh- 
ments decreed for Offenders in this Ifland;. 
I ſhall proceed to fay ſomething of the 
Place itſelf, which may be called, proper- 
ly enough, a rocky mountainous Defart ; 
little Space being left for either Arable or 
Paſture, and nothing of a Wood or Fo- 
reſt in the whole Iſland. You may ride 


many Miles and ſee nothing but a Thorn= _ 


Tree, which is either fenced round, or 
' ſome other Precaution taken, that ſo great 
a Rarity ſhall receive no Prejudice. 

Hedges they have none, but what are 
made with Clay; but as they have great 

Quantity of Fern and Goſs, that ſerves 
them to bake their —_ with inſtead of. 
Wan 


Fur, „ che preſent 
Scarcity of Timber, the Natives tell you, 


it was once a very woody Country; inſo- 


much that Peel, which was originally 
called Pzle Caſtle, took its Name . from. 
being at firſt no more than a huge Pile of 
Logs of Wood, laid in fo regular a Man- 
ner, as to form diſtinct Apartments, and 
make it a Dwelling-Place, But this is. 
W to be before the F lood, and if. 

5 we 
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we may give credit to Doctor Burnets 
Theory of che Earth, that the World was 
then one vaſt Continent, without any Di- 
viſion of the Lands by Seas or Rivers, tis 
eaſy to believe that univerſal Flow of 
Waters might, on leaving it, have thrown 
up the Earth in ſuch Mountains, and bu- 
ried the Trees beneath their monſtrous 
— LY 014 1 


Is certain that they have no Tim- 
ber, but what they find in Bogs or Sloughs: 
when they dig for Turf, and there is fel- 
dom any found in leſs than fourteen or 
 fafteen Foot deep. In ſearching for it, 
they ſometimes meet with greater Prizes: 
1 myſelf ſaw a very fine Silver Crucifix, 
and many Pieces of old Coin, not only of 
Copper, but alſo of Gold and Silver. 
They were got into Hands which would 
not be prevailed on to part with them, 
tho' they knew neither the Age nor 
Meaning of them; otherwiſe I would 
have ſent ſome to our Learned and Inge- 
nious Antiquaries in England, who, per- 
haps, might by the Inſcriptions and Fi- 
 gures, have been able to judge more truly 
of the former Government, and Rulers of 
_ theſe People, than any of — : 
wes 1 - WARIC 


which with them paſs for hiſtorical Truths, 
butaccording to my Notion of Things, are 
no better than ſo many Fables. But as T 

could not obtain the real Medals, I had the 

Privilege of takingaDraughtof ſome which 
A looked — as the moſt curious of them. 


Tux firſt of theſe were of Gold, the 
next Silver, and all the others Braſs. But 
there were many, which I believe of 
greater Antiquity, but ſo much impaired, 


that it was impoſſible for the niceſt 28 
to take the Impreſſion. 


HAVING mentioned theſe Curioſi- 
ties, I muſt not omit one, which, if 
true, was a much greater, and afforded 

more matter of Speculation to the Age it 
was found in, . any I have named. 
It was a Man perfect in all his Limbs and 
Features, and, what is yet more won- 
derful, in his Habit; tho' by the Make 
of it, he muſt have lain under-ground 
upwards of an Hundred Years. 'This 
extraordinary Diſcovery, they ſay, hap- 
pened no longer ago than in the Reign 
of King Charles the Firſt: there are Per- 
ſons now living, who aſſured me their 
Fathers law it; and from hence they infer 
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the Wholeſomeneſs of their Climate, 
ſince the Earth of itſelf, only by being 
kept cloſe, could preſerve a human Body, 


unembellowed, unembalmed, from be- 


ing corrupted, or even his Clothes from 
Rottenneſs or Decay. But as greatly as I 


have heard this Story averred, I do not 


{et it down, either here, or in my own 
Mind, for undoubted Verity, but leave it 
to the Pleaſure of my Reader to believe, 
as he thinks moſt reaſonable, concerning 


this, as well as the many other Prodigies 
of Nature, which no Man can give a full 
Account of this Iſland without mention- 


AmMoNG others, I know none which 


more juſtly may be called ſo, at leaſt, of 


thoſe which I am convinced of the Truth 
of, than that of the Water-Bull, An 


amphibious Creature, which takes its 


Name from the ſo great Reſemblance it 


has of that Beaſt, that many of the Peo- 
ple, having ſeen him in a Field, have 


not diſtinguiſhed him from one of the 


more natural Species : nor have the Cows 


any Inſtinct to avoid him, tho' if any 


happen to copulate with him, as they 
frequently do, the Creature they con- 
ES | Celve, 
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| ceive, never has Life, nor any due For- 
mation, but ſeems a rude Lump of Fleſh 
and Skin without Bones, and ſeldom 
brought forth without the Death of the 


Cow. 


A Ne1GnBouR of 1 mine who kept 
Cattle, had his Fields very much infeſted 
with this Animal, by which he had loſt 
| ſeveral Cows; he, therefore, placed a 
Man continually to watch, who bringing 
him Word that a ſtrange Bull was among 
the Cows, he den not but it was the 
. ater-Bull, and having called a good 
Number of luſty Men to his Aſſiſtance, 
who were all armed with great Poles, 
Pitch-forks, and other Weapons proper 
to defend themſelves, and be the Death 
of this dangerous Enemy ; ; they went to 
the Place where they were told he was, 
and run all together at him: but he was 
too nimble for their Purſuit, and after 
_ tiring them over Mountains, arid Rocks, 
and a great Space of ſtony Ground, he 
took a River, and avoided any further 
Chaſe by diving down into it, tho' every 
now and then he would ſhow his Head 
above Water, as if to mock their Skill. 
I heard of a Perſon, however, who be- 

* ir g 


CC WOE 


CO e . 


8 es 


ad. 


e 


7 . . Credit 29 
— Me? ; ISI Se 


” re 
* "ow 


r OO er ronment rang 


2 
c 
4 * * 

l 4 


3836 A Deſeriptimof 


ing perplexed in this manner, by one of 
thele Water.-Bulls, had more -Cunning, 
and taking a Gun with him, charged with 
A Brace of Bullets, ſhot him as he was 
going into the River. 


As to any Buildings of great Antiqui- 


ty in this Iſland, there are now no Re- 


mains, after-Caſtle Ruffin, and Peel Ca- 


ſtle, with the Churches about it, but the 


NMNunnery, and the Fort at Duglas, each 


* 


of which I ſhall deſcribe in a particular 


Manner. 


"THAT which is called the Nunnery, 


Ads ſituate in a good pleaſant Part of the 


Country, about half a Mile from Duglas, 
and tho' now entirely out of Repair, ex- 
cept one ſmall Part of it, where the pre- 


ſent Major has his Reſidence, ſhows in 


the Arches are ſo thick, as if that Edifice 


its Ruins that few Monaſteries once ex- 
ceeded it, either in Largeneſs or fine 
Building. There are ſtill ſome of the 
*Cloyſters remaining, the Cielings of which 
diſcover they were the Workmanſhip of 
the moſt maſterly Hands, nothing in the 
 wholeCreation but what is imitated in cu- | 
TiousCarvings on it. ThePillars ſupporting 


was 


And a little lo wer, on the ſame Stone, 
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was erected with a Deſign to baffle the 
Efforts of Time ; nor could it, in more 
Years than have clapſed ſince, the Com-- 
ing of Chriſt, have been ſo greatly defaced, 


had it received no Injury but from Time: 
but in ſome of the dreadful Revolutions 


this Iſland has ſuſtained, it doubtleſs has 
ſuffered much from the Outrage of tlie 


Soldiers, as may be eather'd by the Niches 
yet ſtanding in the Chapel (which has 


been one of the fineſt in the World) and- 


the Images of the Saints repoſited in them 
being torn out, which could not have -hap- 
pened but by F orce. 


HERE has alſo been many curious 
Monuments, the Inſcriptions of which, 
tho' almoſt worn out, yet ſtill retain e- 
nough to make the Reader know the Bo- 
dies of very great Perſons have been re- 


poſited here. There i is plainly to berea 


on one of them, 


Illuftrifima Mati 1da 2 — 


Rex Merciæ 


I 2 
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1 think there i is great Probability that this 
was Matilda, the Daughter of Ethelbert, 
one of the Kings of England, of the Sax- 
o Race, ſince both Stow and Hollingſbed, 
agree that Princeſs died a Recluſe: but as 
there is no Certainty, the Date being en- 
tirely eraſed, I ſhall leave it to my Rea- 
der to think of it according to his 
Pleaſure. 


Bur I am entirely of 3 that 
Carteſmunda the fair Nun of Winche- 
fter, who fled from the Violence threat- 
ned her by King Fohn, took Refuge in 
this Monaſtery, and. was here buried ; 
becauſe there is very plainly to be read, 


Cartes munda Vi irgo immaculata. 


Theſe Words remain fo legible, that I 

doubt not but the whole Inſcription 
would have been ſo too, had not ſome 

barbarous and facrilegious Hands broke 
the Stone, leaving only one Corner of it, 
which is ſupported by a Column, and 
on the Baſe the 2 Is Lag e 


freſh. 


Anno 
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Anno Domini 1230. 


SEVERAL fine Figures, which Lem 
deſigned by way of Hieroglyphic, have 
alſo been both the Ornaments and Ex- 

planation of theſe Tombs; but now fo 

demoliſhed, that one can only know 


T by the Fragments they have been too 


excellent not to have merited a better 
F ate. 


I the midſt of a ſmall ſquare Court 
behind this Chapel is a ſort of a Pyramid 

of reddiſh Stones cemented with Clay, 
on which formerly ſtood a Croſs; and ' 
near it have been many fine Monuments, 
tho' not ſo magnificent as thoſe within 
the Chapel. From this Place you may 
go down by a gradual Deſcent to a Cell, 


built all of white Stone, where ſtood the Ws 


Confeſſional Chair; but this alſo lies now 
in Ruins: as does a great Gate, which, 
they ſay, was once exceeding fine, and 
was never opened but at the Initiation of 
a Nun, or the Death of the Lady Abbeſs. 

Some Pieces of broken Columns are ſtill 
to be ſeen up and down the Ground, but 


the * Part have been removed for 
13 other 
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other Uſes. There are a vaſt Number of 


Caverns under .ground, ſome of which 
were built for Places of Penance, others 


for Convenience. In ſome there are nar- 
row ſtone Benches, which, by the ex- 


ceſſive Dampneſs, are overgrown with 
Moſs, but all are dark, and the very En- 


trance tothem choaked up with Weedsand 


Briars; ſo little Veneration do the preſent 
Inhabitants of this Iſland pay to Antiqui- 


ty, or the Memory of what was ſo pre- 


cious to their Forefathers, who were for- 
merly ſo very religious, that when they 
went abroad, they put on a Winding- 


Sheet, to ſhow er were not unmindful 
of Death. Wo 


| ＋ NO the 88 in this Iſland afford 
great Plenty of excellent Water, a Well 
belonging to this Nunnery is ſaid to have 


exceeded them all; but has been, not- 


withſtanding the many extraordinary Pro- 


perties aſcribed to it, of late ſuffer d to 
dry up. 2 249052 W 889 


Hz RE hw alſo been many ſpacious 


Gardens for the Convenience and Plea- 
ſure of the Nuns, but I have heard a 


aha Account of the ſevere. 8 b 


the Jef MAN. gr, 


al put on thoſe. who were ſuſpected to? 
have been guilty of Klin their Vow: 
of Chariy: | l 


1 v 7 R a Place called the How of 


th which, i is the Extent of the Earl 
of Derby's Dominion on the Sea, there 
is a Rock vaſtly high and ſteep, about the 


Middle of which is a Hollow not very 


different from the Faſhion of an Elbow- 
Chair, and near the Top, another much 


like the former. Whether theſe are made 


by Art or Nature, I cannot pretend to de- 
— nor did I ever hear: but on the 
lighteſt Accuſation, the poor Nun was 
brought to the Foot of this Rock, when 
the Sea was out, and obliged to climb-to | 

the firſt Chair, where ſhe ſat till the Tide 
had twice ebbed and flowed. Thoſe | 


who had given a oreater Cauſe for Suſpi- 


cion, went up to the ſecond Chair, and 
fat the ſame ſpace of Time. Thoſe Who 
endured this Trial, and deſcended: un- 
hurt, were cleared of the Aſperſion thrown. | 
upon them. But in my Opinion, the 


Number of the Fortunate could not be 
oreat, for beſides the Danger of climbing 


the ragged and ſteep Rock (which now * 
* fewMen;can do above; thirty or fort 


Paces ) 
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Paces) the extreme Cold when you come 
to any Height, the Horror of being ex- 
poſed alone to all the Fury of the Ele- 
ments, and the horrid Proſpect of the 
Sea, roaring thro' a thouſand Cavities, 
and foaming round you on every fide, is 
enough to * the firmeſt Reſolution 
and Courage, and without all queſtion 


been the Deſtruction of many of "Ow 
umhappy Wretches. 


THE Fort of Duglas, Which e com- 
mands the Bay, is a very ancient Build- 
ing, but kept in good Repair. They ſay 


that the great Caratack, Brother to Bon- 


duca Queen of Britain, concealed here 


| his young Nephew from the Fury of the 


Romans, who were in Purſuit of him, af- 
ter having vanquiſhed the Queen, and 
ſlain all her other Children. There is 


certainly a very ſtrong and ſecret Apart- 


ment underground in it, having no Paſ- 
ſage to it but a Hole, Which i is covered 
with a large Stone; and is called to this 
Day, The Great Man's Chamber. 


Tux ancient Inhabitants of this Iſland | 
ſeem to have taken a great rh, in 


ſubterranean Dwellings, for there is no 
one 


one old Building in it, which has not at 
leaſt an equal Number of Rooms under 
ground as — and ſometimes as much, 
if not more, richly ornamented with 


Carvings, and the Floors covered with 


Stone of different Colours, which makes 


them appear as if inlaid, and are very 


beautiful to the Ey e. his therefore one 


may be bold to Ky without injuring the 


Truth, that however unpolite and ſavage 


thoſe who now call themſelves the Natives 


: of Man may be, it had in it, in ſome A- 


ges of the World, Perſons of the moſt de- 


licate and elegant Taſte, and who in all 
their Cuſtoms ſavoured of a Diſpoſition 
rather inclined to the Romantick than the 
Ruftick, as they are at this Time degene- 
rated, even to the aft e r can 
be imagined... | 


My Reader will cally perceive how? 


— 


little I derogate from the Genteelneſs of 


their Manners, when I ſhall tell him 
that Knives, Forks, or Spoc ns, are Things 
in fo little Uk with , that at. thoſe: 


- — o 


cepting | the Governour' 8, the Biſhop' 5 


and the Lord Steward 5 you ſhall not 


find above three or fourKnives at a Table, 


7 


} 


where, 


* 
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* 


where, 3 there are twenty Gueſts, 
and as for Forks, they ſeem not to know 

what to do with them; for if a Mans 
Man, or Woman, happens to be invited 
to an Engliſb Family, nothing can be 
more auk ward than their attempting to 
make Uſe of them. They are admirab- 
ly dextrous in diſſecting a Fowl with their 
Fingers, and if the Operation happens to 
be more than ordinarily difficult, they 
take one Quarter in their Teeth, and with 
both their Hands wrench the Limbs 
aſunder. This, I have ſeen done among 
very wealthy People, and who would 
not deny themſelves theſe Conveniences, 
if they thought them of any Conſequence. 
Nay, ſo incorrigible are they in this Hu- 
mour, that tlio', whenever invited by the 
Engliſb or Iriſh, they find theſe Utenſils 
at every Plate, they will not return the 
Complaifanceat their own Entertainments. 
This Behaviour, at 'my firſt coming, put 
me in mind of A ſop's Stork, who invi- 


| ted the Fox to Dinner on Viands in long- 


necked Bottles ; for I found good Provi- 
ſion, but no means to come at it. But 
on my growing better acquainted with 
the Cuſtom of the People, I carried — | 
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the future a Knife, Fork, and Spoon i in 
my Pocket. 


IN their Sports Fa retain — 
of the. Arcadian Simplicity. Dancing, 
if J may call it ſo, jumping and —_— 
round at leaſt, to the Fiddle and 
Viol, 1s their great Diverſion. In Sum- 
mer, they have it in the Fields, and in 
Winter, in the Barns. The Month of 
May, is every Vear uſhered in with a Ce- 
remony which has ſomething in the De- 
ſign of it pretty enough, and, I believe, 


will not be tireſome to ny Reader i in the 
Account. 


Ix almoſt all the great Pariſhes How 
chuſe from among the Daughters of the 
moſt wealthy Farmers a young Maid, for 


the Queen of May. She is dreſt in the 
gayeſt and beſt manner they can, and is 


attended by about twenty others, who 
are called Maids of Honour: ſhe has 
alſo a young Man, who 1s her Captain, 
and has under his Command a good 
Number of inferiour Officers. In Op- 
poſition to her, is the Queen of Winter, 
who isa Man dreſt in Woman's Clothes, 
vl woollen Hoods, Furr . and 


load- 
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loaded with the warmeſt and (heavieſt 
Habits one upon another: in the ſame 
manner are thoſe who repreſent her At- 
tendants dreſt, nor is ſhe without a Cap- 
tain. and Troop for her Defence. Both 
being: * as proper Emblems of the 
Beęauty of the Spring, and the Deformity 
reſpectiye Quarters; the one preceeded 
by Violins and Flutes, the other with the 
rough Muſick of the Tongs and Cleavers. 
Both Companies march till they meet on 
a Common, and then their Trains engage 
in a Mock-Battle. If the Queen of Win- 
ter s Forces get the better, ſo far as to 
take the Queen of May Priſoner, ſhe is 
ranſomed for as much as pays the Ex- 
pences of the Day. After this Ceremo- 
ny, M inter and her Company retire, and 
divert themſelves in a Barn, and the others 
remain on the Green, where having danc- 
ed a confiderable Time, they conclude 
the Evening with a Feaſt: the Queen 
at one Table with her Maids, the Cap- 
tain with his Troop at another. There 
are ſeldom leſs than fifty or ſixty Perſons 
at each Board, but, as I ſaid before, not 
more than three or four Knives. 
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I Mus cr not here omit that the firſt 
Courſe at a Manks Feaſt is always Broth, 
which is ſerved up, not in a Soop-Diſh, 
but in wooden Piggins, every Man his 
Meſs. This they do not eat with Spoons, 
but with Shells, which they call Shgs, 
very like our Muſſel Shells, but much 


larger. 


CHRISTMAS is uſhered i in with a 
Form much leſs meaning, and infinitely 
more fatiguing. On the 24th of Decem- 
ber, towards Evening, all the Servants in 
general have a Holiday, they go not to 
Bed all Night, but ramble about till the 
Bells ring in all the Churches, which 1s at 
twelve a-Clock ; Prayers being over, they 
go to hunt the Wren, and after having 
found one of theſe poor Birds, they kill 
her, and lay her ona Bier with the utmoſt 

Solemnity, bringing her to the Pariſh- - 
Church, and burying her with a whimſi- 


cal kind of Solemnity, ſinging Dirges over 


her in the Manks Language, which they 
call her Knell; after which Chriſtmas be- 

gins. There is not a Barn unoccupied the 
whole twelve Days, every Pariſh hiring. 


Fidlers at the publick a and alt 
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the Youth, nay, ſometimes People well 
advanced in Years making no ſcruple to 
be among theſe nocturnal Dancers. At 
this Time there never fails of ſome Work 
being made for Kir Farmyns; ſo many 
young Fellows and Girls meeting in theſe 
Diverſions, Nature too often prompts 
them to more cloſe Celebrations of the 
Feeſtival, than thoſe the Barn allows; and 
many a Hedge has been Witneſs of En- 
dearments, which Fear of Puniſhment has 
afterwards made both forſwear at the Ho- 
ly Altar in Purgation, On Twelfth-Day 
the Fidler lays his Head in ſome one of the 
Wenches Laps, and a third Perſon aſks, 
who ſuch a Maid, or ſuch a Maid ſhall 
marry, naming the Girls then preſent one 
after another; to which he anſwers ac- 
cording to his own Whun, or agrecable 
to the Intimacies he has taken notice of 
during this Time of Merriment. But 
whatever he ſays is as abſolutely de- 
pended on as an Oracle; and if he 
happens to couple two People, who 


have an Averſion to each other, Tears 
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and-Vexation ſucceed the Mirth. This, 
they call, Cutting off the Fidler's Head; 
for, after this, he is dead for the whole 
* 5 THIS 
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Tus Cuſtom: ſtill continues in every 


Pariſh, and if any young Lad, or Laſs, 


was denyed the Privilege of doing what- 
ever came into- their Heads, they would 
look on themſelves as infinitely injured. 
This' Time is indeed their Carnival, and 
they take, and are allowed more Liber- 
ties, than, methinks, is conſonant with- 
their Strictneſs in other Caſes. 


Tux young Men here are great Shoot-- 
ers with Bows and Arrows. There are 
frequently Shooting Matches, Pariſh a- 

gainſt Pariſh, and Wagers laid, which 

_ Side ſhalt have the better; f. 


As for public Shows, there are none, 
of any kind, exhibited in this Iſland, fo 
that the only Diverſion of the Better Sort 


of People, is Drinking, which, indeed, 


they have an excellent Opportunity to in- 
dulge; the beſt Wines, and Rum, and 
Brandy, being exceſſively cheap, by rea- 
ſon, as I before obſerved, of their paying 
no Cuſtom for it, and a Man may drink 
himſelf dead without much Expence to 
his Family. 5 
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THEY have no Fairs worth mention- 
ing, except two, which are kept at Kirk 
Patrick, the one at Midſummer, and the 
other juſt after M:chaelmas, To theſe 
the good Houſewives bring Thread and 
Worſted of their own ſpinning to be 
wove, and here alfo you may buy any 
fort of Linen or Woollen Cloth the 


Country produces, but none elſe. They 
ſell no Trinkets at theſe Fairs, as at the 


Engliſb ones, nor much Eatables, beſides 


Butter and F "owls, which Cora odities 


are brought in Creels, a ſort of Baſkets 
made of Straw, which they hang over 


their Horſes Necks, in the manner of 
Panniers, and will contain a great Quan- 


tity. 


As to "ES Horſes, * are generally 
fleet, but ſmall, and very hardy; they 
wear no Shoes, cat no Corn, nor ever go 
into a Stable: but when they come off a 
Journey, tho' the Weather be ever fo 
bad, are only turned looſe to graze be- 
fore their Doors, or in an acheining 
Field. 


Nox 
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No are mur G — - annth Ic 
hardy Conſtitutions ; the greateſt part of 
them, of both Sexes, go .barefoot, except 
on Sundays, or when they are at Work 
in the Field, and have p re only ſmall 
Pieces of Cows, or Horſes Hide, at the 
bottom of their Feet, tyed on with Pack- 
thread, which they call Carrans, Their 
Food is commonly Herrings, and Pota- 
toes, or Bread made of Potatoes ; for, 
— — the great Plenty of Sal- 
mon, Cod, Eels, Rabbits, and Wild- 
Fowl of all forts, the ordinary People ei- 
ther can not, or will not afford them- 
ſelves any thing elſe. They are, howe- 
ver, exceeding ſtrong: I have ſeen a lit- 
tle Woman tuck up her Petticoats, and 
carry a very luſty Man on her Back thro” 
the River, and this they frequently do 
for a Piece of Money, tlie Water being 
too deep for any but the Natives to pals 


on Foot. 


| ANGLING and Shooting wad be a- 
greeable Diverſions for Gentlemen here, 
were not the Air ſo extremely cold and 
aguiſh, Iis certain that there is not a 


Place 1 in the known World, which af- 
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fords ter Fiſh; I have ſeen Eels of fix 
Foot long, and Salmon of between four 


and five Foot, and wonderfully fweet 


and luſcious: nor is their Wild.Fowl 
inferiour to any, eſpecially the Wood- 
cocks and Teal. They have alſo a kind, 
which I never head of any where elſe; 
it is called a Puffen, and is of a grey Co- 
lour, with a white Breaſt, ſomewhat big- 
ger than a tame Pigeon, and is good 
ood to be eat freſh, only is too fat, and 
as ſomething of a fiſhy Taſte; but is 


excellent when potted or pickled, and 


will laſt good for a whole Year. Theſe 
Birds are taken in a Place, called the Calf 
of Man, where they breed in great quan- 
tities in the Holes of the Rocks, They 
both fly, and ſwim and dive in the Wa- 
ter like Ducks. The beſt Time for ta- 
king them, 1s in the latter End of Jos 
ad the Begining of Augul. 


| PHO TS are in ſuch Plenty, eſpe- 
cially in the Months of Auguſt and Sep- 
tember, that they may be bought for a 
Penny a-piece, returning the Skins, 
which are the Perqu ifite of the Earl of 

Derby, and given to his Steward, who 


ſons 
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ſons who come over every Year, on pur- 
poly to port them. 


Bur as the Herring-Fiflwey is the 
moſt talked on abroad of any thing ap- 
pertaining to this Iſland, I alice my 
Reader will be ſurprized that I have ſo 
long been ſilent on that Head: To com- 
ply therefore with his Expectation, and 
diſcharge, as well as in me lies, the Duty 
of an Hiſtorian, I ſhall give as ee an 
Account of it as — 


Tao” Herrings are taken all ranked this 
Hand, yet the main Body of the Fiſh- 


er-Boats goes out from — Iron, where 


the Fiſhermen are attended by a Cler- 
gyman, who joins with them in a ſolemn 


Form of Prayer, on the Sea-ſide, to Al- 


mighty God, that he will be pleaſed to 
favour their Undertaking, and bleſs their 
Nets with Plenty. Tis the Opinion of 
many learned Men, that there is no cre- 
ated Being on Earth, of which there is 
not a Similitude in the Sea, and the Crea- 
tures which have ſometimes ſeen brought 
up with the Herrings, ſeem to confirm 


the Truth of this Conjecture. Nothing 


is more common, * for their — | 
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be broke with the Weight of a Fiſh, 
which they call a Sea-Calf; and, indeed, 


in the Head, and all the upper Parts, dif- 
fers nothing from thoſe we ſee in the Field. 


But what does them the moſt damage, 
is the Dog-Fiſh, which, by reaſon of its 
Largeneſs, tears the Nets, in ſuch a man-— 
ner, that they loſe the Herrings thro” the 
Holes, and bring up no other Prize than 


that, of which, nothing but the Skin is of 


any Value. This was ſo great aGrievance, 


that, formerly they put up publick Prayers 


in all the Churches, that the Dog-Fiſh 


might be taken from them ; after which, 
they loſt their whole Trade, for the Dog- 


Fiſh was taken from them, but with it the 


Ferrings alſo, neither of them coming near 


their Seas all that Seaſon: on which they 
changed their Tone, and prayed with 


more Vehemence for the Return of the 


Dog-Fiſh, than they did before for its 
Departure. God was pleaſed, they ſay, 
to liſten to their Complaint, and on their 


next going out, ſent them both Herrings 


and Dog-Fiſh, tho' not in ſuch abundance 


aas before. Whether this is Fact, or not, 
tif J will not pretend to ſay; it, however, 
affords a good Moral, that we ought not 
to expect only Bleſſings from the Hand of 
Heaven : 
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Heaven: fome Evil muſt be mingled. 
with the Good, to the end we may be 
more dependant on Divine Providence ; 
we ſhould elſe be too apt to forget our 
Duty, and perhaps, look on the Comforts: 
we receive as our Due, and the juſt Re- 
ward of our r Actions. 


As at my firſt coming to the Ifland, 1 


was extremely ſollicitous in diving into 


the Manners and Humour of a People, 
which ſeemed ſoaltogether new, and dif- 
ferent from all the other Europeans I had 

ever ſeen; I went to Port Iron, the firſt 
Seaſon for Fiſhery, after my Arrival: where, 
falling into diſcourſe with ſome of the In- 
habitants, I had an Account given me, 
which, I think, would be doing fome- 
thin of fInjuttic to the Publickioe conceal. 


I BELIEVE there are few People, wh 
have not heard of Mermaids and Mer- 
men, tho' I never met with any, who: 
looked on them as any thing more than 
the chimerical Tritons — Ampbitrites of 
the Poets, till accidentally falling in Com- 
pany with an old Marks Man, who had 


uſed the Sea many Years, he told me he - 


had eee ſeen tem, and — i 
e 
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ed to make me believe his Aſſertion true, 
by a thouſand Oaths and Imprecations. 
I happening to mention this at Port T. 
ron, they ſeemed to wonder at my Incre-- 
dulity, and gave me the following Nar-- 
— 1 2 1 


4 the Time, ſaid they, that Oliver 
Cromwell uſurped the ProteQtorſhip- of 
England, few or no Ships reſorted to this 
Ifland, and that Uninterruption and Soli- 
tude of the Sea, gave the Mermen and 
Mermaids (who are Enemies to any Com- 


| pany but thoſe of their own Species) fre- 
. quent Opportunities of viſiting the Shore, 
{ where, in moonlight Nights, they have 
| been ſeen to fit, combing their Heads, 
and playing with each other; but as ſoon 
E + as they perceived any body coming near 
7% them, jumped into the Water, and were 
'W out of ſight immediately. Some People, 
Vo lived near the Coaſt, having obſerv- 
* ed their Behaviour, ſpread large Nets, 


made of ſmall, but very ſtrong Cords, 
upon the Ground, and watched at a con- 
venient diſtance for their Approach. The 
Night they had laid this Snare, but one 

happened to come, who was no ſooner 
ſet down, than thoſe who held the — 
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of the Net, drew them with a ſudden 
Jirk, and encloſed their Prize an all 
5 Potlitity of eſcaping, 


On opening the Net, and examining 
their Captive, by the largeneſs of her 
Breaſts, and the Beauty of her Complexi- 

on, it was found to be a Female; no- 
thing, continued my Author, od be 

more lovely, more exactly formed, in 
all Parts above the Waiſt, reſembing a 
compleat young Woman, but below that, 
all Fiſh, with Fins, and a huge ſpread- 
ing Tail. She was carried to a Houſe, 
and uſed very tenderly, nothing but "Ti 
berty being denied. But tho' they ſet be- 
fore her the beſt Proviſion the Place af- 
forded, ſhe would not be prevailed on to 
eat, or drink, neither could they get a 
Word from her, tho' they knew theſe 

Creatures were not without the Gift of 
Speech, having heard them talk to each 

other, when ſitting regaling themſelves 
on the Sea-ſide. They kept her in this 
manner three Days, but perceiving ſhe 
began to look very ill with faſting, and 
fearing ſome Calamity would befall the 
Iſland if they ſhould keep her till ſhe 
died, they agreed to let her return to the 
Ele- 
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Element ſhe liked beſt, and the third 
Night ſet open their Door; which, as 


| ſoon as ſhe beheld, ſhe nt herſelf from 


the Place where ſhe was then lying, and 
glided with incredible Swiftneſs, on her 


Tall, to the Sea-ſide. They followed 


at adiſtance, and faw her plunge into the 
Water, where ſhe was met by a great 


number of her own Species, one of whom 
aſked what ſhe had obſerved among the 
| 1 pple of the Earth; nothing very won- 


erful, anſwer' d the, but that they are ſo 
ignorant, as to throw away th Wa- 


ter they have boiled Eggs in. This Que- 


ſtion, and her Reply, they told me, was 


diſtinctly heard by thoſe who. ſtood on 


the Shore to watch what 8 


[hs 1 had not yet attained a en 
Knowledge of the Superſtition of theſe 


| 36.8 nor the paſſionate Fondneſs for 


every thing that might be termed, The 
Wonderful; I was exceſſively ſurprized at 


this Account, given with ſo ſerious an 


Air, and ſo much, and ſolemnly averted 
for Truth. I perceived they were not a 
little diſguſted at my Want of Faith, but 


to make aConvert of me, they obliged me 
to liſten to another, as odd an Adventure 


28 


— 
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as the former, Which they aſſured me 


was atteſted by a whole Ship's Crew, and 
a ae, in the e of ſome en yy 


livin g. 


Turns was about ſome hy or fy 
Years fince a Project ſet on foot, 101 ſearch. 
ing for Treaſures in the Sea ; accordingly | 
Veſſels were got ready, and Machines 
made of Glaſs, and caſed with a thick 
tough Leather, to let the Perſon down, 
who was to dive for the (in my Opinion, 
duly urchaſed) Wealth. One of theſe : 
7 appening to fail near the Ifle of 
Man, and having heard that great Perſons : 


had formetly taken Refuge there, ima. 


gined there could not be a more likely - 
Part of the Ocean to afford the Gain they 
were then in ſearch of, than this. They, | 
therefore, let down the Machine, and in 
it, the Perſon who had undertaken to go 
on this Expedition; they let it down by a 
vaſt Length of Rope, but he ſtill pluck- 
ing it, which was the Sign for thoſe a- 
bove to encreaſe the Quantity, they con- 
tinued to do ſo, till they knew he muſt 
be deſcended an infinite Number of Fa- 
thoms. In fine, he gave the Signal ſo 


long, that, at laſt, they found themſelves 
'L 7 out 


dut of Cord, their whole, Stock being too 
little for his capacious Inquſſition. A ve- 
ry ſkillful Mathematician being on board, 
aid, that he knew by the Proportion of 
the Line which was let down, he muſt 
have deſcended from the Surface of the 
Waters more than twice the Number of 
Leagues that the Moon is computed to be 
diſtant from the Earth. But having, as 
T faid, no more Cord, they were obliged 
to turn the Wheel, which, by degrees, 
brought him up again ; at their opening 
the Machine, and taking him out, he 
appeared very much troubled, that his 
Journey had ſo ſoon been at a Period, 
telling them, that could he have gone a 
little farther, he ſhould have brought 
Diſcoveries well worth the Search. It is 
not to be ſuppoſed but every body was 
impatient to be informed of what kind 
they were ; and being all gathered about 
him on the main Deck, as ſoon as he had 
recruited himſelf with a hearty Swill of 
Brandy, he began to relate in this man- 
NCT, | ” 


Ar TER, faid he, I had paſſed the 
Region of Fiſhes, I deſcended into a pure 
Element, clear as the Air in the ſereneſt 
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and moſt unclouded Day, thro' which, 
as I paſſed, I faw, the Bottom of the wa- 
try World. paved: with Coral, and a ſhin- 
ing kind of Pebbles, which glittered like 
the Sun-Beams reflected on a Glaſs. 1 
long' d to tread the delightful Paths, and 
never felt more erg Delight, than 
when the Machine, 1 was encloſed in, 
Drag upon it. On looking thro the 
ittle Windows of my Priſon, I ſaw large 
Streets and Squares on every ſide, orna- 
mented with huge Pyramids of Cryſtal, 
not inferiour in Brightneſs to the fineſt 
Diamonds; and the moſt beautiful Build- 
ing, not of Stone, nor Brick, but of Mo- | 
ther' of Pear], and emboſſed i in various 

Figures, with Shells of all Colours. Ths. 
Paſſage which led to one of theſe mag- 
nificent Apartments being open, I endea- 
voured, with my whole Strength, to 
move my pee towards it, which I 
did, tho' w wars Difficulty, and very 
flowly. oy laſt, however, I got En- 
trance into a very ſpacious Room, in the 
midſt of which, ſtood a large Amber Ta- 
ble, with ſeveral Chairs round of the 
ſame. The Floor of it was compoſed of 
rough Diamonds, Topaz's, Emeralds, 
Rubies, and Pearls. Here I doubted not 
. „ but 


— — — — ⏑—43s 2 — 


on the Jaſper Walls, by Strings made of 


ted Species. 


„ 4 Dh of 


but to make my oyage as profitable as 
it was pleaſant, : for could I have brought 
with me but a few of theſe, they would 


Have been. of more Value than all we 
could hope for in a thouſand Wrecks; 


but they were ſo cloſely wedg'd in, and 


fo ſtrongly cemented by Time, that they 
were not to be unfaſtenned. I ſaw ſeye- 
ral Chains, Carcanets, and Rings, f of al 

manner of precious Stones, finely cut, 
and ſet after our manner; which, I ſup- 


. poſe, had been the Prize of the Winds 


and Wayes : theſe were banging looſely 


uſhes, which I might cafily have taken 


down, but as I had edged myſelf within 
Half a Foot reach of them, I was unfor- 


tunately drawn back, thro your Want of 
Line. In my Return, I faw ſeveral come-. 


Iy Mermen, and beautiful Mermards, the 


thabitants of this bliſsful Realm, ſwiftly 
deſcending towards it ; but they ſeemed 


 frighted at my Appearance, and glided 
at a Diftance from me, taking me, no 


doubt, for ſome monſtrous and new-crea-. 


HERR 
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3 


Hz ER 25 [fad my ace be ended 
** Account, but grew ſo melancholy, 
and ſo much 0 of thoſe Regions 
he had viſited, that he quite loſt all Re- 
liſh for earthly Pleaſures, till continual 
Pinings deprived him of his Life ; hay- 
ing no Hope of ever deſcending there 
again, all Deſign of Proſecuting” the 
he #08 ae ſoon after laid a- 


| W. 11H — aner Confidence we Truth 
of theſe N arratives Were aſſerted, 5 1 


2 6 21 


any roi on Land to reach thei: Ears, 
for them to hear the Bleating of "Sheep, ” 
the Barking of Dogs, the Howling of 
Wolves, and the diſtinct Cries of OY. 


| Beaſt the Land dene 1 
As hig is Toe by contains a fic- 

titious Report, unleſs you can diſprove it 
by more convincingArguments than right 
Reaſon can ſuggeſt, but ill Words, and, 
58, worſe Uſage; I contented my- 


| ſelf with ** at them, within my- 
L'3. 
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venture not ſuch raſh Expedients 
ſearch of Coriolis. 
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ſelf, and attempted not to lay before peo- 
h ſuch Enemies to good 


any. Conſiderations, hom impro- 
bable, 9 not impoſſible, it, was, that: a- 


* . give Credit — 


heard man pan Accounts of the like 
Nature, . if, 1 85 ſaying little in Anſwer 
them, a certain Air of Ridicule, 


| which * obſerved in my Countenance, 


and which, in ſpite of my Endeavours to 
the contrary, I was. not able to refrain, 
they had not. perceived that it was vain 


to * — me over to their 


Side, 


Aub now. 21 given as fall an 
Account, as I am. able, of the Won- 
ders they relate of the ſubterranean and 


| ſabterraqueous World, let me proceed 


to what is to be found by thoſe who 


in the 
yd _ of cher 


Mountains. 


1. 510 v LD; 9 1 doubtleſs 1 
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[ak Ger fl very great 
height, but there are three much ſuperi- 
our to the others; the firſt is called Snajfes, 
from the Top of which, you may ſee 
England, Sat mal and Treland; the next, 
Barool; and the third, Carraban. Un- 

der theſe, they tell you, lie the Bodies of 
three Kings, from whoſe Names, the 
Mountains take their Denominations, as 
they had their Riſe from their Burials: 
for having in theſe Days no Nation of Ar- 


chitecture, or erecting, Monuments, tlie 


only Way of perpetuating the Memory 
of the Dead, was to throw a huge Pile of 


Earth over them: Every body, in paſ- 
ſing, for a great numberof Ages, thinking 

themſelves obliged to contribute towards 
the pious Work, and throwing on a little, 
according to the Strength, or Time, they 
were Maſters of, has raiſed them to the 
ſtupendous Height they are now arrived, 
eſpecially that of Snafles, under which, 
we may ſuppoſe; either the: greateſt, 
moſt ancient, or moſt beloved . Monarch! 
lies. Theſe rude ſeem, me- 
thinks, to ſhame the Pride of the mo- 
dern Architecture, being likely to conti- 
nue, when thoſe built of Marble, an” 
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all their vain Infinity of Expence and Art, 
will be crumbled into Duſt, and driven 
into the Air, the Sport or: 6 71555 wanton 


Wind. 


Tur Wees of any 3r\Conſbquenes4 in 
this 22 are nine in N mid and cal- 


22 0WN Bri der ige. 


—— — 


[wes is built of Stone; kept! in OP! 5 
R air, is of a handſome Breadth, and 


ſo high, that a Boat with a Maſt, may 
. 


| Ballſal Bridge. 5 
Ty HIS is ihe" oldeſt Bridge in wr 1. 


land, and built alſo of Stone. 


Kirk Bradden Bridge, 


{Twas s is a frat Stone Bridge; a fine 
River runs under it, called the Dark Ri- 


ver. Here 1 is great Plenty 15 F iſh, I 
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Dughas Bridge. 


Tris is ; lately broken down by the 
Rapidity of the River. A Woman, who 
Was going over it, with a Bottle of Bran- 

307 in her Hand, juſt when the Accident 
. happened, was fived by the Stiffneſs of 
her Hoop Petticoat, which kept her a- 
bove Water. | % 


| Namery Brid 90. 


TuIS Bridg © his a Stone F oundation, 
but is ern over, and rail'd in, by 
reaſon of the Turbulence of the River, 
which ſometimes. threatens to overflow 
OO _ ee ee Ee 


Lazy Bridge, 


Tuts is the aol bod efins 
in the Iſland, has handſome. Seats." ts 
ſit on, and is built over a. fine River, 

A ps 
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S 24 Der huis of 
* . : 
Peel Pridge. _ 


UNDER Hh is the moſt gabi Ri- 
7 5 ver in the Iſland; it comes from Kirk 
7 Jarmyn Mountains, and runs into the 
in Sea, by the 1 Rock, on i ftands 
Peel Caſtle. - IE 


bi , The Millaroats his ; Mill Bridge. 
$ 


| Tamrs is-@ ſmall Bridge, but built of 
1 Stone, and much frequented. | 


5 £1 5 


4 r Kirk Maroan Bridge. 


A FINE River, coming from Kirk 
Haroe Mountains, runs under this Bridgs 
to K. 72 Santon. 


T HERE are, Beides "WY ſeveral 
ſmall Bridges, but not the twentieth Part 
fiifficient' for the Convenience of the In- 
habitants; yet, notwithſtanding a Propo- 
ſal was made for building as many as 
were wanted, on every Houſekeeper's 
paying the Sum of one Penny per Year 
for nine Tears, it was not complied with. 


HA v- 


of 


Havixe * of = Manks Pros. ; 
oality, or rather Sordidneſs, in their way 


of Eating, I muſt not omit making an 


Exception to this Rule, at three ſeveral : 


Times, which are their Weddings, their 
Chnſigungs, and their F unerals. 


« — OE 
: . 


As to the firſt, twenty Pon is a 
good Portion for a Mou ntaineer's Daugh- 
ter, and they are fo exact in the Marri- 
age· Bargain, that I have knownm any, 
who have called themſelves hot Lovers, 
break off for the ſake of a Sow or a Pig 
being refuſed in the Articles. Vet, not- 
withſtanding this, a Stranger cannot be 
invited to one of theſe nuptial Feaſts, 
without believing himſelf in 2 Land of - 
the utmoſt Plenty, and Hoſpitality. The 
Match is no ſooner concluded, than be- 


ſides the Banns of Matrimony being ub- 


lickly aſked in the Church three Sundays, 


notice 1s given to all the Friends and Re- 


lations on both ſides, tho” they live ever 
ſo far diſtant. Not one of theſe, unleſs 
detained by Sickneſs, fail coming, and 


bring ſomething towards the Feaſt ; the 


_ neareſt of Kin, if they are able, common- 


y contribute moſt, ſo that they have vaſt . 
| Quan- 


|| _ ao 2: Defeription of * 


| Quantities of Fowls of all forts. I have 
* ſeen a dozen-of Capons in one Platter, 
„ and ſix or eight fat Geeſe in another; 
70 Sheep and Hogs roaſted Whole, and Oxen | 
1 | (rw 2 r 
TREY have Bride-Men, aud Bride 
Maids who lead the young Couple, as 
in England, only with this difference, 
that the former have Ozier Wands in 
their Hands, as an Emblem of Superiori- 
ty: they are preceeded by Muſick, who 
play all the while before them the Tune, 
The Black and the Grey, and no other is 
ever uſed at Weddings. When they ar- 
rive at the Chureh-Yard, they walk three 
| times round the Church, before they en- 
at ter it. The Ceremony being performed, 
= return home, and fit down to the 
1 PFeeaſt; after which they dance in the 
 _Miunks Fathion, and between that and 
8 paſs the Remainder of the 


Tu ix Chriſtenings are not leſs ex- 
penſive, the whole Country round are in- 
vited to them, and after having baptized 

the Child, which they always do in the 
Church, tet them- hve ever fo wo 
om 
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from it, they return to the Houſe, and 


ſpend the 4 Day, and good Part of 
| the N ns in n 


WHEN a Pens dies, Come of his 


Acquaintance come to fit up with him, 


| which they call the abe. TheClerk of the 


Pariſh is obliged to ſing a Pfalm, in which, 
all the Company join; and after chat, 
they begin ſome Paſtime to divert them- | 


ſelves, having Strong Beer and Tobacco 


allowed them in great Plenty. This is a 


Cuſtom borrowed from the Lib, as are 
indeed many others, much in faſhion 


with them. 


As to their Funerals, they give no In- 
vitation, but every body, that had any 
Acquaintance with the Deceaſed, comes 


either on Foot or Horſeback. I have ſeen 
| ſometimes at a Manks Burial, upwards of 


an hundred Horſemen, a twice the 
Number on foot : all theſe are entertained 


at long Tables, ſpread with all forts of 


cold Provifion, and Rum and Brandy 


flies about at a laviſh Rate. The Proceſ- 


ſion of carrying the Corps to the Grave, 
is in. this manner; When they come 


within a Quarter of a Mile of the Church, 


* they 
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they are met by the Parſon, who walks 
before them 8 a Palm, all the Com- 
pany joining with him. In every Church- 


Vard there is a Croſs, round which, they 


go three Times, before they enter the 
Church. But theſe are the Funerals of 
the Better Sort, for the Poor are carried 


only on a Bier, with an old Blanket 


round them, faſtened together With a 


Skewer. 


j Hav ING mentioned that there is no 
Church-Yard without a Croſs, I cannot 


forbear taking notice, that there is none 
which ſerves not alſo for a Common to 
the Parſon's Cattle; all his Horſes, his 


Cows, and Sheep, grazing there perpe- 
tally : ſo ſtrangely is Religion and Ru- 
ſticity mingled n in this Ifland! 


HERR, in juſtice to theſe poor People, 


I muſt acquaint my Reader, that howe- 


ver ſtrange their Tradition may ſeem of 

the Iſland being once inhabited by Grants, 
my own Eyes were Witneſs of ſomething 
which does not a little keep it in counte- 
nance. As they were digging a new 
Vault in Nur Braddon Church-Yard, 

there was found _ I of a Man 


very 
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very near four Foot in Length from the 

Ancle to the Knee: nothing but ocular. 
Demonſtration could have convinced me 
of the Truth of it, but the Natives ſeem- 
ed little to regar d it, having, as they ſaid, 
frequently aug up Bones of ths: fame | 
Size. 3 5 


THEY told me, that but 2 few Months: 
before my Arrival, there was found, un- 
der Kirk Carbro Church-Vard, a Dan 

Head of that monſtrous Circumference, 
that a Buſhel would hardly cover it; and 
tbat nothing was more common, when 
they were digging, than to throw up Ribs : 
and Hands conformable to the Leg I had 4 

I ſen : E 
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As it is a received Opinion, that the 1 
Antediluvians infinitely exceeded the Sta- [| 
ture of Morals ſince the Flood, I can re- | 
concile theſe Prodigies no otherwiſe to 
| Reaſon, than by judging them to be the 
Remains of thoſe who lived in the firſt | 
Ages of the World ; and that by a Virtue, ' 
peculiar to this Earth, have been preſerv- 
ed thus long unperiſhed; as they ſeem to 
make evident in the Example ke re-- 
cited, of the Man whoſe very Fleſh and. 
= 3 ___ Clothes 


2 22 8 Þ 
* aa - 5 + * \ 
Oats iS” Sr, D 1 «gg r 
"Var oa — * Id £2. . — 2 5 8 222222 3 4. 2 * 
* «ED KEY : N 7 N 
— * — —— . * * ; — Nn — 4 4 


1 


r 


4 A Deſcription of 
Clothes remain'd uncorrupted for the ſpace 
of more than an hundred Years. 


As no dung coming to this Iſland 
can avoid being very much ſurprized at 
the little Care they take to repair thoſe an- 
cient and fine Buildings I have deſcribed, 
fo muſt he alſo think them very careleſs 


both of Intereſt- and Reputation, in not 
_ erecting any new ones, which might be 
of preſent Service to themſelves, and fu- 


ture Glory to their Poſterity. 


BESIDES a new Town I "gy men- 


tioned, built by Macguire of the King- 


dom of Ireland, there has no Edifice 


been erected, ſince, about thirty Vears 


ago, a ſmall College in Caſtle-Town for 
the Education of young Gentlemen de- 
fign'd for the Pulpit. But how much it 


deſerves the Narre they give it of a Col- 


lege, may be gathered from what I have 
ſaid concerning the Learning 7 their Cler- 


gy in general. 


ET Tn E IR Markets are kept on Satur- 
days, but there is little Butcher's Meat to 
be bought by the ſingle Joint; moſt of the 


8 who do not bring up Cat- 
tle 
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tle themſelves, join three, or four, or 
more of them together, according as 


their Families are in largeneſs, and buy a 
Carcaſs; but as I before obſerved, they 


are Perſons of Conſideration who eat any 
at all, the Natives in general, both Rich 


and Poor, and all the 1-:/þ who inhabit 


in the Iſland, living almoſt wholly on 


Herrings and Potatoes ; the former of 


which, are pickled up in the Seaſon, and 


1 laſt the whole Year. - 


- 1. Furs and, = ſaid to 
fit all Conditions, and all Diſpoſitions, 


the Poor and the Parſimonious may live 


as cheap, and as miſerable as they wiſh ; 
and People, who have full Pockets and 
elegant Taſtes, need want nothing to in- 


dulge the Luxur) * of the moſt Epicurean | 


| Appetite. 


Non does the Eye wants its Entertain- 
ment too ; tho' there are no Plays nor 
magnificent Sights to dazle it, here is e- 


very Charm that Nature can beſtow, . 


Rocks, Vales, Mountains, Rivers, Gar- 
dens, ſcatter d promiſcuouſly in the moſt 
beautiful, tho' wild, Variety imaginable, 
The Groves indeed, in which Lovers 


M 3 ars 


b 
; 
* 
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are ſaid ſo much to. delight themſelves, 
they cannot boaſt of, having, as I ſaid 
before, no Trees; but then there are a 
thouſand agreeable Shades from the Moun- 
tains, and every where, except in Towns, 
the moſt charming Solitude imaginable. 


Tk have alſo one very great Hap- 
pineſs here, which is, the not being in- 
feſted with Robbers: here are neither 
Highwaymen, nor Houſebreakers, and a 
Man may leave his Doors unbarr'd, or 
travel the Iſland round without the leaſt 
Danger of loſing his Money or his Life. 


SILENCE, Solitude, and Security, be- 
ing the F riends of Contemplation, I fan- 
„if ſome of our great Poets would take 

a Trip hither ſometimes, they would find 
their Account in it, and confeſs the Im- 
1 their Genius's would receive 
in paſſing a few Months in a Place ſo re- 
tired, and, at the fame time, ſo roman- 
tick, would very well compentate for a 
ſhort Abſence from thoſe noiſy Pleaſures, 
which rather ſerve to diſtract than wad 
way to inform the Mind. 


NoR 


_— DEAT 


: N ox will any one Ann there can be 
a Place more proper for a Hermit, becauſe 
here are no 'Temptations to allure him 
from his Cell, but he may paſs his Nights 
and Days entirely uninterrupted ; and as 
there are ſtill many of thoſe pious Men 
in the World, it muſt be thro' Ignorance 


of this Ifland, that none of them made 


choice of it at preſent : I ſay at preſent, 

| becauſe I have been ſhewn a hole on the 
ſide ofa Rock near K:zrk-Maroan Moun- 
tains, which, they ſay, was formerly the 

Habitation of one who had retired from 
the Converſe of Mankind, and devoted 
himſelf my to Prayer and Medita- 
| tion. 


WHAT ſeems to prove this Conjec- 


ture is not without foundation, is, that 


there is ſtill to be ſeen a Hollow, cut out 


on the fide of the Rock with a round . 

Stone at one End in the ſhape of a Pil- 
low, which renders it highly probable to 

have been the hard Lodging of one of 


thoſe holy Perſons who have foregone all 


the Gaieties and Pleaſures of Life, and 
choſe to mortify the Body for the fake of 


| the Soul. 
Every 
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_Evexy thing, indeed, conſpires to 
prove that Religion was once in very 
great Splendor in this Iſland, but there 
are now little Remains of it except in 
that blind Obedience paid to the Clergy, 
of which I have already fully treated, 
and the implicit Faith they give to eve- 
ry thing delivered from a Man in Sacred 


Orders. 


ons the many OE put 
upon their Credulity, perhaps the tollow- | 
ing Narrative may be an Inſtance. 


IN a Cid and barren Field between 
Balli ietcber and Lahnclegere, there was 
formerly a large Stone Croſs, but in the 
many Changes and Revolutions which 
have happened in this Iſland, has been 
broke down, and Part of it is loſt; but 
there ſtill remains the Croſs Part. T his 
has ſeveral times been attempted to be re- 
moved by Perſons who ene, ee a Claim 
to whatever was on that Ground, and 
wanted this piece of Stone; but all their 
Endeavours have been unſucceſaſul, nor 
could the ſtrongeſt Team of Horſes be 


able to remove it, tho Irons were clapt 
about 


— 
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about it for that Purpoſe. One Day, ſays 

Tradition, a great number of People be- 
ing gathered about it, contriving new 
Methods for the taking it away, a very 
venerable old Man appeared among the 
Crowd, and ſeeing a Boy of about fix or 
ſeven years of Age, he bad him put his 
Hand to the Stone; which the Child do- 

ing, it immediately turned under his 
Touch, and under it was found a Sheet of 
Paper, on which were written theſe 
Words, Fear God, obey the Prieſthood, 

and do by your Net gouf as you would have 
him do to you. Every body preſent was 
in the utmoſt ſurprize, eſpecially, when 


looking for the Old Man, in order to aſk 
him ſome Queſtions concerning the mi- 
raculous Removal of the Stone, he was 
not to be found, tho” it was not a Minute 
chat they had taken their Eyes off him, 
and there was neither Houſe nor Hut in 
a great diſtance, where he could poſſibly | 

have conceal'd himſelf. The Paper was, 


however, carefully preſerved, and carried 


to the Vicar, who wrote Copies of it, and 
diſperſed them over the Ifland. f hey 

tell you, that they are of ſuch wonderful 
Virtue to whoever wears them, that 


on whatever Buſineſs me go, they are 


cer 
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certain of Succeſs. They alſo defend 


from Witchcraft, evil Ton gues and all 


Efforts of the Devil or his Agents, and 


that a Woman wearing one of them in 


her Boſom, while ſhe is pregnant, ſhall 
by no Accident whatever, loſe the Fruit 
of her Womb. I have frequently rode by 
the Stone, under which, they ſay the o- 


riginal Paper was found, but it would now 


be looked on as the worſt Sacrilege to 
make any ae to move it from the 


Place. 
4 Nor far from this, is 4 Fairies Rs 


dle, a Stone termed ſo, as I ſuppoſe, 
from the Similitude it has of a Saddle. It 


ſeems to lie looſe on the Edg e of a ſmall 
Rock, and the wiſe Natives - Mam telb 


you, is every N ight made uſe on by the 


Fairies, but what kind of Horſes they are, 


on e Backs this is put, I could never 
find * of them who 2 e to reſolve 


me. 


IN a Ds dee two hig h Racks, 
| which overlook the Sea on —4 ſide of 
the Iſland, they tell you alſo, that Mer- 
men and Arm have been frequently 
Fen. PR * Stories of theſe 
_ | 
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amphibious Creatures have J been told 
here, as well as at Port Von; but the | 
ſtrangeſt of all, is this. 


A very beautiful Mermaid, * they, 
became ſo much enamour'd of a Young 
Man who uſed to tend his Sheep on theſe 

Rocks, that ſhe would frequently come 

and fit down by him, bring him Pieces 

of Coral, fine Pearls, and what were yet 
greater Curiofities, and of infinitely more 
Value, had they fallen into the hands of a 
pPerſon who knew their worth, Shells of 
various Forms and Figures, and ſo glori- 
ous in their Colour, and Shine, that they 
even dazzled the Eye that looked upon 
them. Her Preſents were accompanied 
with Smiles, Pattings of the Cheek, and 
all the Marks of a moſt ſincere and tender 
Paſſion; but one day throwing her Arms 
more than ordinarily eager about him, he 
began to be frighted, that ſhe had a De- 
ſign to draw him into the Sea, and ſtrug- 
gled till he diſengaged himſelf, and then 
ran a good many Paces from her; which 
Behaviour ſhe reſented ſo highly, 1 it ſeems, 
that ſhe took up a Stone, and after throw- 
ing it at him, glided into her more pro- 


Z per Element, and was never ſeen on Land 


| _ 
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again. But the poor Youth, tho' but 
Mightly hit with the Stone, felt from that 
Moment ſo exceſſive a Pain in his Bow- 
els, that the Cry was never out of his 
Mouth for ſeven Days, at the End of 
which he died. 


Non is there any Neceſſity for one 


who is leſs in love with Solitude, to paſs 


his Time wholly in it. Rude and ſa- 
vage as I have deſcribed the Cuſtoms and 
Manners of this People to be, there are 


yet ſome Exceptions to that general Rule; 

inſomuch that a Perſon always brought 
up in high Life, may find Companions 
polite and well qualified enough for his 


Converſation even among the Natives; 


but then as the chief Towns are ſeldom 
without ſome Gentry, either Engliſb, 


Triſh, or Scots, tho' the greater number 
are of the two later, tis eaſy to believe a- 


grecable Converſation 1 is not impoſſible to 


be found. 


A vrRY great Enemy to having any 
good Fellowſhip with one another, is the 
Belief the Natives are poſſcſo d of, and 


_ endeavour to inſpire into every body elſe, 


that there is not a Creek or Cranny in 
this 
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this Iſland, but what is haunted, either 


with Fairies or Ghoſts. A Perſon is 
thought very fool-hardy, who, if any Bu- 
ſineſs carries him to the North Side ven- 
tures to ſtay out after the Cloſe of Day. 
They ſay ſuch a Temerity has been fatal 


to many; and to prove it, tell you 2 


Story of a Man, who quarrelling wi 


his Neighbour, they went. out together 


toward the Sea-Side to decide the Mat- 


ter with their Swords. In the Combat, 


the one happened to run the other into 
the Belly, with which Wound he fell, 
and the Conqueror was about to return 


home; when his Wife coming to the 
Place and hearing what had befallen, ran 


to the poor Man and to prevent his living 
long enough to relate with whom he had 
fought, tore open the Wound her Huſ- 


band had made, and plucked out his 


; 


Bowels. This Murder, they ſay, was 
never diſcovered till the Author of it, the 
Woman, confeſſed it in the Agonies of 
Death : but the troubled Spirit of the 
unrevenged continues to hover about the 
Place till this Day. When any Paſſen- 
ger comes near his Walk, he comes out, 
Who is there? And if the Perſon ſo called 

; Bert 1 NX „ 
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to, makes any Anſwer, he is ſure not to 
out-live three D. 


 ANoTHER Story on the oppoſite 
fide of the Iſland paſſes not leſs current 
than this. The diſturbed Spirit of a Per- 
ſon ſhipwreck'd on a Rock adjacent to 
this Coaſt, wanders about it ſtill, and 
ſometimes make ſo terrible a Yelling, | 
that it is heard at an incredible Diſtance. 

They tell you that the Houſes even ſhake 
with it, and, that not only Mankind, 
but all the brute Creation within Hearing 
tremble at the Sound. But what ſerves 
very much to encreaſe the Shock, is, that 
whenever it makes this extraordinary 
Noiſe, it is a ſure Prediction of an ap- 
: proaching Storm; nor does it ever happen, 
ſay they, but ſome Ship or other ſplits, 
and its Crew are thrown up by the 
Waves. At other Times the Spirit cries | 
out only, Ha! Hoa! Hoa! with a 

Voice little, if any thing, louder than a 


human one. 


I'naveg hang ſay that a young amo- 

rous Couple, whoſe Parents being but 

lately come to live on this fide the Iſland, 
had not been told of this * made an 
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pointment to meet each other on the 
Sands very near the Place it haunted ; and 


as they were in each other's Arms, in the 


midſt of their Endearments, were inter- 
rupted by this Voice, calling out Hoa / 
Hoa], Hoa! They made no doubt but 


tit was ſomebody belonging to one of their 


Families, who had watch'd and diſco- 
vered them in this Aſſignation; and at a 
loſs what to do, the Girl ran to the Houſe 
of an Aequaintance, not daring to go 
home, and the Man as much alarmed, 
hid himſelf among the Rocks. In the 
Morning both being miſs'd, Search was 
made for them, and the young Woman 
nn her Fright having told the whole Mat- 
ter to her Friend, it was by her related 
to the Parents, who, as ſoon as they had 
found the Man, obliged him to marry 
her. WE . 
ABouT a League and a half from 
Barool, there is a Hole in the Earth, juſt _ 
at the foot of a Mountain, which they 
call the Devil's Den. They tell you, 
that, in the Days of Enchantment, Per- 
ſons were there confined by the Magici- 
ans; and that it now contains a very great 
Prince, who never knew Death, but has- 
for the ſpace of fix hundred. Years been 
=_ N 2 . mn 


4 
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bound bis Magic Spells; but in what 


Manner he lies, or in what Form, none 


had ever Courage enough to explore. 


They add, that if you carry a Horſe, a 
Dog, or any other Animal to the Mouth 
of this Hole, its Hair will ſtand an end, 
its Eyes ſtare, and a damp Sweat cover its 
whole Body. Strange Noiſes they alſo 
pretend have been heard to iſſue from 
this Place: and I knew a Man once, who 
poſitively averr'd that his great Grandfa- 
ther ſaw a huge Dragon, with a Tail and 
Wings that darkned all the Element, 


and the Eyes that ſecmed two Globes of 


Fire, deſcend ſwiftly into it, and after 
that, heard moſt terrible Shricks and 


Groans from within. 


Wua r gave riſe to this Story, I ima- 
gine was, that the Cavern being pretty 
deep, and perhaps divided into ſeveral 
Partitions, the Winds having found En- 
trance into the Cavities, occaſion that 
rumbling, and ſometimes whiſtlingSounds, ” 
which the Superſtition of the Natives in- 

terpret for Groans, Shrieks, and whate- 
ver elſe their own wild Ideas happen to 


ſuggeſt. 
A 
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ALITTLE beyond this Den, is a 


ſmall Lake, in the midſt of which, is a 
huge Stone, on which, formerly ſtood a 


Croſs: round this Lake the Fairies are 


ſaid to celebrate the Obſequies of any good 


Perſon; and I have heard many People, 


and thoie of a conſiderable Share of Un- 
derſtanding too, proteſt, that in paſſing 


that way they have been ſaluted with the | 


Sound of ſuch Muſick, as could Fee 
from no _ Inſtruments. 5 


S5 0o ſtrongly are they poſſeſs' d of the 


Belief that there are Fairies, and ſo fre- 


quently do they imagine to have ſeen and 
heard them, that they are not in the leaſt 
terrified at them, but on the contrary, re- 
joice whenever viſited by them, as ſup- 

poſing them Friends to Mankind, and 


that they never come without bringin g 


good Fortune zlong with them. 


Bur it is not ſo with thoſe Beings 


which bear the Names of Ghoſts: As 
many of them as are imagined" to haunt _ 


the Wilds of this Iſland, their Frequency 
does not at all abate the Dread ſuch Ap- 


paritions ordinarily occaſion in Perſons 


N . 
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| leaſt accuſtomed to ſuch Sights; of which 
I cannot omit relating one particular and 


very pleaſant Inſtance. 


24 A GENTLEMAN of England, to a- 
pyoid the Proſecution of ſome mercileſs 


Creditors, took refuge in this Iſland, till 
his Affairs could be made up, which not 
being affected ſo ſoon as he had expect- 


ed, and the little Stock of Money he 


brought with bim expended ; he became 
a Bankrupt alſo in this Place, and for a 
few Pounds was liable to the ſame Miſ- 
fortune here, as he ran from England to 
eſcape. Being threatned by his Credi- 
tors, and not doubting but he ſhould ſoon 


be arreſted and carried to the Caſtle; he 
Went privately from the Houſe where he 


lodged, and hid himſelf in the moſt un- 


inhabited Part of the Mountains, hoping 
from thence he ſhould ſee ſome Scotch or 


Triſh Veſſel come in, which he intended 
to go on board, and entreat a Paſſage with 
them at their Return; looking on nothing 

ſo bad as the Loſs of Liberty, eſpecially 
in a Country where he found Perſons were 
little inclinable to Compaſſion : ſo that, 


not doubting but he ſhould ſtarve in Jail, 
if ever he were put in, he choſe rather 


to 


4 
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to ſu fer the ſame Fate on the Moun- 


tains; and, in truth, he was very nearit, 
for he had lain there, expoſed to all the 


Severities of that inclement Clime, three 


Days, without eating any thing, but a 
Piece of brown Bread, and two ſmall 
Herrings, which he put in his Pockets at 


his Departure. But now, when he 


thought himſelf entirely abandon'd by 
Providence, and at the Point of Death, 


he received an 8 Afliſtance in | 


the following manner. 


SOME young Men, whoſe parſimoni- 
ous Parents would ſuffer no Proviſion be- 
yond Herrings and Potatoes to be dreſt in 
their Houſes, had made a bargain to feaſt 


in ſpite of the old Folks. Accordingly 


one purloyned a fat Gooſe, another, a 
Loaf of Bread, a third, four Bottles of 


ome-brewed Ale, a fourth, brought a 


art of Rum, and a largeSlice of Cheeſe. 
A little Valley, between two high Moun- 
tains, was the Place they made choice on 


for their Rendezvous, and Regale, where, 


having provided a good Quantity of Turf, 
they cut the Gooſe into Quarters, and be- 
gan to broil it. 'The Smell reaching our 


unhappy Pilgrim, who lay on the other 


fade 
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" fide of the Mountain, he felt Longings, 
perhaps, more poignant than are fome- 


ing overcome, at once, with Curiofity 
to know whence it proceeded, and a ve- 
hement Deſire of being Partaker of this 
good Cheer, he clambered up the ſteep 
Aſcent as well as he was able, on all four, 
for he was too weak to ſtand upon his 
Legs. Being come to the Top, ſome 
looſe Pebbles and Pieces of Flint, which 
happened to lie there, rolled down, 
which, with the Noiſe they made, it be- 
ing rocky on the other ſide, ſo much a- 
larmed the young Men, that they pre- 
ſently thought ſome of the Demons, or 
* Ghoſts, which are ſaid to inhabit thoſe 
barren Places, were come to take them 
away, or puniſh them in ſome manner 
for the Thefts they had been guilty of, 
and every one of them immediately be- 
taking himſelf to his Heels, made what 
Speed he could into the next Town; 
which the ſuppoſed Spirit from the Top 
of the Mountain perceiving, was not a 
little rejoyced at, and gathering Strength 
from his new Hope, was not long gett- 
ing down. He found the Gooſe was ve- 
ry near enough broiled, and taking 3 
5 | e 


times thoſe of pregnant Women; and be- : 
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he ſaw moſt fit to eat; having refreſhed 
himſelf with it, and after a good hearty 
Swig out of one of the Bottles of Ale, ga- 
thered all the Remainder carefully up, and 
putting it between the Bread which he 
broke in two Pieces, put it in his Pockets, 
and in the Lappets of his Coat, as he did 
allo the Drink and Rum; and made what 
haſte he could to return to the Place of 
his Concealment, leſt thoſe who had left 
this Proviſion ſhould come back in ſearch 
of it ; but he need not have been in any 
Apprehenſion, the Terror they were in 
would not have ſuffer'd them to have 
thought on what they had left behind, 

tho' it had been an equal 3 of 
Gold. 


BEING thus recruited, he v was kd 


0 ſuſtain Life for ſeveral Days, in which 


Time he ſpied an 17h Ship coming into 
the Harbour, to whom repairing, he was 
kindly entertained, and went with them 
to Ireland; whence, after having continu- 
ce d ſome time, he embarked for England, 

having compounded his Debts; and makes 


his Friends frequently merry with a Re. 


_— of this Adventure in the Ifle of 
FORM ERI v 
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FoRMERLY their current Money was 
Leather, which every Man of Subſtance 
was entitled to make: not exceeding a 
certain Quantity limited by a Law 
then in Force: this had no other Impreſ— 
ſion than the Maker's Name, and Date 
of the Year. But the Manks Money now 


current, are Pence and Halfpence, of a 


baſe mixed Metal, the Impreſſion and 
Inſcription are the fame on both, viz. on 

one fide, three Legs, commonly called 
the three Legs of Man; the Inſcription 
on that ſide, is, Quocunque geſſeris ſtabit, 
which the Natives fooliſhly apply to the 
Poſture of the Feet, being oppoſite to 
each Word, but the true Meaning to me 
ſeems to be, Carry it where you will, it 
won't go, or paſs. On the other ſide the 
Impreſſion is a Cap of Maintenance, with 
an Eagle and Child, the Earl of Derbys 
| Creſt; the Motto, Sans changer ; which 
Motto the Manks Men would transfer 
from the original Meaning, which was to 
expreſs the unſhaken Loyalty of the 
Houſe of Stanley, to imply their own 
Stedfaſtneſs: but if it is to be taken in 


the latter Senſe, I ſhould rather think, it 
only unplies the intrinfick — 
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of their Coin, for wh ich there is no 
Change to be got. 


 S1LVER and Gold are Metals they 
had little acquaintance with, till the Trou- 


bles of England, in the Reign of Charles 
the Firſt; at which Times, ſeveral Per- 


ſons taking Shelter in this Iſland, bring- 


ing over great Quantities, made it more 


familiar to them. But to this Day the 
N atives s trade little 1 in either of them. 


Tn HERE Was, deten one Perſon 


who diſcovered fo great a regard for the 


purer Metals, that he buried a great 
number of Spaniſh Pieces of Eight, and 
Moidores, in a Hole in the Earth near 
the Caſtle; which, about ſome forty 
Years ſince were found by Workmen who 
were digging to enlarge the Earl of Der- 
by's Wine Vaults, but not knowing what 
to make of them, by reaſon they had 
loſt their Colour, carried. them to the O- 
verſeer of the Works, who, I hear, was 
not quite ſo ignorant of their Worth. 225 


Ar the ſame time, they tell you v was 
alſo found, about ſixteen Yards deep from 


the Surface, a pair of Shoes made of Braſs, 


2 but 


144 A Deſcription of 
but of ſuch a monſtrous Length and Big- 
_ neſs, that they would infinitely have over- 

fitted the F eet of the Giants ſet up in 
Guild-Hall in London: and this, among 
other things, ſerves to prove the vaſt Sta- 
ture of the Antediluvians, for they will 
have it that this Iſland was inhabited be- 
fore the F lood, as 1 Have * remark- 


ed. 


18 UT 3 . I ſet myſelf down 
to write the Hiſtory and Deſcription of 
this Iſland, I reſolved to give a much ful- 
ler one than has yet been publiſhed, I muſt 
not omit any Particular, tho' never fo in- 
ſignificant in itſelf, which bears any 
weight with them. TI ſhall therefore pre- 
ſent my Reader with two or three In- 
ſtances more of their Credulity, to the end 
he may be as perfectly acquainted with 
a Native of the Iſle of Man, as if he had 
lived among them as long as I have 


done. 


In the Days of Enchantment, fay 
they, a certain great Magician had by his 
Art raiſed for himſelf the moſt magnifi- 
cent Palace that ever Eye beheld ; but 


none who, either out of Curioſity,  ; 
De fire 
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it, but was immediately converted into 
Stone, or at leaſt had the Appearance of 
it: ſo implacable an Enemy was the 
wicked Maſter of it to all his own Spe- 
cies, being ferved only by infernal Spi- 


| rits. He became at length ſo much the 


Ferror of the whole Iſland, that no Per- 

ſon would venture to live, or paſs within 
feveral Leagues of his Habitation, ſo that 
all that ſide of the Country was in a man- 
ner deſolate, to the great Loſs and Detri-- 
ment of the Place in general. This had: 

continued for the Space of three Years, 

when an Accident, or rather the peculiar 
Dire&tionof Divine Providence was pleaſ- 
ed in mercy to deliver them from the 
Terrors of ſo cruel a Neighbour, © 


A Poor Man whom one may juſtly 
terma Pilgrim, having nothing to ſubſiſt 
on but what he procured by imploring- 
the Charity of thoſe able to afford him 
Succour, happening to travel on that fide 
the Iſland, not knowing any thing of the 
Fame of this Enchanter, and perceiving 
no Houſe inhabited, nor any Cottage e-- 
ven where he might get a lodging, and it 
growing dark, he was in terrible Appre- 
1 — henſions 
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Nr bee of being neceſſitated to take up 
his lodging on thoſe bleak Mountains 1 
have already deſeribed; yet wandering on 
as long as Light permitted, in hopes of 
| better Fortune, he, at laſt, came within 
ſight of, this Palace, which filled his 
Heart with much Joy. Coming near it, 
he beheld large Piazza's, which an 
rounded that — Building, and 
believing theſe might ſerve him for a Reſt- 
ing-place, without being troubleſome to 
any of the. Servants, whoſe churliſh Diſ- 
poſition in other Places did not always 
afford a ready Welcome to Strangers, he 
choſe rather to content himſelf with reſt- 
g his wearied Limbs on the marble 
— than entreat a Reception into any 
of the Barns, which perhaps might be de- 
nied. In a word, he ſat down on a Bench 
in one of thoſe Piazz' s, and finding 
himſelf hungry, took out of his Pouch a 
Piece of Meat and Bread, which he had 
begg' d at the laſt Town he had paſs d 
thro ; he had alſo a little Salt, which, by 
dippin g his Meat in the dark, he _ 
to ſpill ſome on the Floor, on which 
"preſently heard the moſt terrible 
Groans to ue from the Earth beneath, 


11 — to be let looſe Goes 
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every Quarter of the Element, all the 
Face of Heaven was deformed withLight! 
nings, the moſt dreadful Thunder rattled 
over his Head, and in leſs than a Mo- 
ment this fine Palace with all its proud 
and lofty Piaꝝza's, Portico's, and Bra- 
zen Doors, vaniſhed into the Air, and he 
found himſelf in the midſt of a wide. de- 

ſart, mountainous Plain, without the leaft 
Appearance of any thing he had former- 
ly ſeen. Surpriſed as he was, he inſtant- 
ly betook himſelf to his Prayers, nor re- 
moved from his Knees till Day began to 
break; when, after thanking God for 
bringing him fafe thro the Dangers of 
the Night paſt, he made what ſpeed he 
could to the next Village, and relating 
the Adventure juſt as it was to the Inha- 
bitants, they could not at firſt give cre- 
dit to what he ſaid, but going in great 
Numbers towards the Place where the 
Palace of the Necromancer had ſtood, 
they were convinced, and all join: d 
in Prayers and Thankſgiving for ſo * | 
-M : Deliverance. 4 
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212 T was wprefendy ind from wit 
che Pilgrim ſaid, that the Salt ſpilt on the 


= Ground: had orculionbs this: Diſſolution 
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of the Palace, and for that reaſon, Salt 
has ever ſince been in ſuch Eſtimation a- 
mong them, that no Perſon will go out on 
any material Affair without taking ſome 
in their Pockets, much leſs remove from 
one Houſe to another, marry, put out a 
Child; or take one to nurſe, without Salt 
being mutually interchanged; nay, tho! 
a poor Creature be almoſt — in the 
Streets, he will not accept any Food you 
will give him, unleſs you join Salt to the 


rreſt of your Benevolence. This is ſo u- 


niverſal a thing among them, that a Per- 
{on cannot be three Days in this Iſland 
without being a Witneſs of the Truth of 

it, and on aſking the meaning of ſuch a 
Veneration for Salt, will be told this Story 
as J have related it, which, ſhould any 
one ſeem to doubt the Truth of, he 
would incur the Cenſure of the Inhabi- 


tants, as a very prophane Perſon, anda | 


Man who believed neither God nor r De- 
vil of | 


wy r at 1* firſt coming to iba | 
Iſland, would be ſtrangely amazed at the 


little Comp aiſance they pay to the weaker 


Sex: the Mien riding always to Market 
I with their Creels on = 
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ſide their Horſes full of Fowls, Butter, 


Eggs, or whatever they bring thither to 


diſpoſe of, and the Women following 
them on Foot over Rocks, Mountains, 
Bogs, Sloughs, and thro' very deep Ri- 
vers, and all this without either Shoes or 
Stockings, carrying theſe ſuperfluous Co- 
verings, as they term them, under their 
Arms, till they come near the Market- 
town; then they fit down all together on. 
the fide of a Hill, and put — on for 


Faſhion ſake, dn let down their Petti- 


coats alſo, which before were tucked up 
higher than their Knees, for the Conve- 
nience of wading thro' the Rivers, and to 
preſerve them from the . of the m 
2nd N | 


By. Bur the — for obliging the Dua 4 
maakes to this Hardſhip, is a very whimſi- 
aul one, and ſuch a one, as believe, can- 


not but afford ſome: Diverſion to my curl. 


dus Reader; I ſhall, therefore, inſert it 
in the manner it was told me by an old 
Native to whom it had been handed 


down from many Generations as an un- 
doubted 1 3518111 8. 
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H told me, that a famous Enchan- 
treſs ſojourning in this Iſland, but in what 
Year, he was ignorant, had, by her dia- 
bolical Arts, made herſelf appear ſo love- 
ly in the Eyes of Men, that ſhe enſnared 
the Hearts of as many as beheld her. The 
Paſſion they had for her, fo took up all 
their Hearts, that they entirely neglected 
their uſual Occupations; they neither 
plowed, nor ſowed ; neither built Hou- _ 
ſes, nor repaired them; their Gardens 
were all overgrown with Weeds, and 
their once fertile Fields were covered with 
Stones ; their Cattle died for want of Pa- 
ſture, their Turf lay in the Bowels of the 
Earth undug for; and every thing had 
the Appearance of an utter Deſolation : 
even Propagation ceaſed, for no Man 
could have the leaſt Inclination for any 
Woman but this univerſal Charmer, who 
ſmiled on them, permitted them to fol- 
low and admire her, and gave every one 
leave to hope himſelf would be at laſt the 
es porn 


* 


WX ſhe had thus allured the male 
Part of the Iſland, ſhe pretended one day 
to go a Progreſs thro the Provinces, and 
being attended by all her —m—_ on 
oot, 
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foot, while ſhe. rode on a - milk-white 
Palfrey, in a kind of Triumph at the 
head of them: ſhe led them into a deep 
River, which by her Art ſhe made ſeem 
paſſable ; and when they were all come 
a good way in it, ſhe cauſed a ſudden 
Wind toriſe, which driving the Waters 
in ſuch abundance to one Place, fwal- 
lowed up the poor Lovers to the number. 


of Six Hundred in their tumultuous 


Waves. After which, the Sorcereſs was 
ſeen by ſame Perſons, who ſtood on the 
Shore, to convert herſelf into a Bat, and 
fly through the Air till ſhe was out of 
ſight ; as did her Palfrey into a Sea-Hog 
or Porpoiſe, and. inſtantly plunged itſelf 
to the Bottom of the Stream. Z 


To prevent any ſuch like Accident for 
the future, theſe wiſe People have or- 
dained their Women to. go on foot, and. 
follow whereſoever their Lords the Men 
ſhall lead; and this Cuſtom is fo religi- 
ouſly obſerved, as indeed all their Tradi- 
tions are, that if by chance a Woman is 
before, whoever ſees her, cries out im 
mediately, Tehi-Teg: | Tehi-Tegi! which . 
it ſeems, was the Name of that n 
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treſs which occaſioned this Law among 
| O15 


Bur in my Opinion, there is little oc- 
eaſion at this Day for putting it in prac- 
tice ; for how much ſoever the Natives 
of Man might formerly devote  them- 
ſelves to the Will and Pleaſure of their 
Miſtreſſes, they now uſe them with ſo 
little Ceremony, that I wonder how theſe: 
poor Creatures can ever taſte any Felicity 
in Love; or indeed, can be brought to 
endure the Marriage-Yoke, where there 
is ſo little to compenſate for the Servili- 
ties it reduces them to, in a Climate fo. 


uncourteous to their Sex. 


TE x tell you alſo, that their Iſland 
was once much larger than it is at pre- 
ſent; but that a Magician, who had great 
Power over it, and committed many 
wonderful and horrible things, being op- 
poſed by one who- was a Friend to the 
Place, and, at length, overcome by him;- 
he, in revenge, raiſed a furious Wind, 
not only in the Air, but alſo in the Boſom 
of the Earth, which rending it, tore off: 
ſeveral. Pieces; which floating in the Sea, 
in Proceſs of time were * into 

Stone, 


| 
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Stone, and became thoſe Rocks, which 
are now ſo dangerous to Shipping. The 
 _ ſmaller Fragments, they ſay, are Sands, | 
which waving up and down, are at ſome | 
times to be ſeen, and at others, ſhift them- | 
ſelves far off the Coaſt. They maintain 
that it was on one of theſe, that the late | 
King Villiam had like to have periſhed, | 
and ſtrengthen this Suggeſtion by the | 
Trial of the Pilot, who muſt infallibly 
have been hang'd, if on ſtrict Eaminati- 
on of all the Charts, there had been in 
any of them the leaſt mention made of 
any ſuch Sands; but however that be, 
theſe floating Ruins have ever ſince re- 
mained, and from thence are called King 
William's Sands, — 


Ap now, I believe, my Reader will 
be almoſt as much tired with reading this 
Deſcription, as-Tam with writing it; and 
having nothing more to fay, that I can 
flatter myſelf will be either inſtructive or 
entertaining to him, ſhall take my leave, 
withing no Gentleman, who has ever 
known the polite Pleaſures of Life, may 
deſerve ſo ill of Heaven, as to be driven 
into this Baniſhment through Neceſſity; 
\ tho” Ithink it will not be loſs of Time to 
2 thoſe 
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thoſe who travel in ſearch of the Won⸗ 
ders of Noture, to take a Trip to it, ſince 
I believe there is no Place whatever i in the 
known World, abounds with n more than 
the Ile of Mar. : 
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